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ANNOUNCEMENT

On Sunday 15th November, the Churchwardens of the Parish of the Upper
Skerne were asked to announce that Rev Geoffrey Short OBE has resigned
as Team Rector of the Parish on medical grounds. Bishop Paul has received
and accepted his resignation, which will take effect from 31st December.
May we ask you in the weeks and months ahead to hold a number of people
in your thoughts and prayers? Please pray for Geoff, that he will find some
improvement in his health, and that he and Paula will find peace in their new
home; please pray for us all as a parish, as we look to the future; and please
pray for us as Churchwardens, Elizabeth our Team Vicar, Rev Peter
(Robson) also assisting here, and everyone who will now have a role in
steering the church through a period of vacancy.

PRAYER FOR THE PARISH

Heavenly Father, we pray today for Geoff. We give thanks for what he has
done during his time in this parish and we pray that in the months to come
he will find some improvement in his health. We pray for him and for Paula
that they may find peace and happiness in their new home and in this new
stage of our life together. We pray for Elizabeth and Peter as they face
increased demands on their time and energy and for all in our parish who will
be responsible for steering us through a period of vacancy. We pray for all of
us that we may respond in faith and in hope to the challenges of the months
ahead. We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

VICAR’S LETTER

Well, it’s like buses isn’t it? You wait months for a vaccine, and then a
handful ‘ripen’ all at once. BioNtech-Pfizer were first with the good news,
swiftly followed by an announcement from Moderna. There are optimistic
sounds emerging from the Belgian company Janssen, presently conducting
a major drugs trial in this country; more results expected soon from a
collaboration between AstraZeneca and scientists at Oxford; and hopes
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being expressed about a Russian vaccine called Sputnik V.
Which is all very encouraging, and offers hope for a future where we don’t
move from lockdown to lockdown, via a series of graded ‘tiers’. It looks as if
we will find a way to live with the Coronavirus COVID-19.
I wonder, though, how will we prioritize the order in which people are
vaccinated? I’m talking internationally here, rather than just in our own
country. A week or so ago, someone said to me that he thought countries in
the developing world should be near the front of the queue to be vaccinated.
“I can say that to you,” he said, “but I wouldn’t say it to everyone, because I
don’t think it would be a very popular idea with lots of people.”
Since having that conversation, I’ve heard the same suggestion being made
a number of times on various news programmes, in a way which presents it
as the best way to proceed – so perhaps my friend was being unnecessarily
cautious, or gloomy about human nature, when he spoke to me.
Undoubtedly enlightened self-interest has a part to play in people’s thinking:
we live on a small planet, where a lot of international travel happens. This
deadly virus needs to be tackled everywhere, otherwise we’ll never get it
under control. But I like to think that perhaps there is some altruism there;
some humanitarian concern for less wealthy countries, where there are fewer
medical resources to tackle an outbreak if it occurs. One thing we’ve learnt
during this extraordinary year is that people do care about other people –
and not just about those close to them - their family, and their friends, but
more generally. There’s an awareness of our shared humanity. As we come
to the end of the year 2020, I dare to hope that more of us have developed a
clearer moral vision: that our moral sight is nearer the perfection of 20/20
vision than it was last January.
In 1623, as John Donne, poet, priest and Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral, was
recovering from a serious illness, he wrote those famous lines in his
Meditation XVII:
“No man is an Island, entire of it self; every man is a piece of the
Continent, a part of the main; if a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is
the less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friends
or of thine own were; any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved
in Mankind; And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; It tolls
for thee.”
As St Paul said, “there are many members, yet one body.” And as Jesus
said, “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
This Christmas we will celebrate again the wonderful mystery of the
Incarnation, when out of love for us, God chose to come to us in the form of
a helpless baby, born in a country under occupation, in an obscure corner of
the Roman Empire, to an unmarried mother, in an outhouse. Emmanuel,
God with us. God with all of us, in all parts of the world. Every human being
made in God’s image, with a spark of the divine alive within them. I pray that
those who have the good fortune to live in countries with wealth, power and
influence will remember that in the months ahead.
Wishing you and those you love every blessing.
Elizabeth Bland
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READINGS, PRAYERS AND POEMS
FOR YOU TO READ AT HOME……...
Sunday 6 December
The Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40.1-11
Psalm 85.1-2,8-13*
2 Peter 3.8-15a
Mark 1.1-8
Sunday 13 December
The Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11
Psalm 126 or
Canticle: Magnificat
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24
John 1.6-8,19-28
Sunday 20 December
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7.1-11,16
Canticle: Magnificat or
Psalm 89.1-4,19-26*
Romans 16.25-27
Luke 1.26-38
Sunday 3 January 2021
The Epiphany
Isaiah 60.1-6
Psalm 72.[1-9]10-15
Ephesians 3.1-12
Matthew 2.1-12
Sunday 10 January
The Baptism of Christ
The First Sunday of Epiphany
Genesis 1.1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19.1-7
Mark 1.4-11
Sunday 17 January
The Second Sunday of Epiphany
1 Samuel 3.1-10[11-20]
Psalm 139.1-5,12-18*
Revelation 5.1-10
John 1.43-51

Sunday 24 January
The Third Sunday of Epiphany
Genesis 14.17-20
Psalm 128
Revelation 19.6-10
John 2.1-11
Sunday 31 January:
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)
Malachi 3.1-5
Psalm 24.[1-6]7-10
Hebrews 2.14-18
Luke 2.22-40
EVERYDAY CHRISTMAS
(Mal 4:2, Mt 1:23)
Light a candle,
Look into the light,
Pray.
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings
As the flame rises,
Smooth, bright,
Know the comfort of Christ
In the carol speaking
Afresh.
Bringing Jesus
Into heart and prayer.
Emmanuel, God with us.
Light of the world,
Out of the stable
Into our situations.
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Because of Jesus
Christmas is everyday.
The Lord is here.
Hallelujah.
By Daphne Kitching
CHRISTMAS FORETOLD
From untold glory to a manger of
straw
Who could imagine such a thing?
From Eternity stepping down into
Time
With very few to welcome Him in.
Mary and Joseph, shepherds and
wise men,
In His mother’s arms the Baby lies,
Scripture describes these amazing
events
As prophecy unravels before our
eyes
The Books of the Bible all tell of His
coming
His life, His death, redemption’s plan,
The King of glory revealed in God’s
Word
Touching our earth in the form of a
Man.
By Megan Carter
CHRISTMAS FRUSTRATION????
I said to God, upon my knees
“O Lord, I am so cross!
“That gift I sent to Aunt Denise
“Within the post is lost!
“That tree I bought for forty pounds
“(Well, just a penny less)
“Its needles lie upon the ground
“It looks a total mess!”
“I know,” said God, “I understand,
“I sent my Son, you know.
“He came to Earth, just as I’d planned
“Two thousand years ago
“Was born within a stable bare –
“The cattle heard Him cry
“He spoke of love, men didn’t care

“They led Him out to die.”
“No gift was given with such love
“No higher price was paid.
“He left His throne of light above
“For sin His life to trade.
“But even after all these years
“This gift you men eschew,
“So Christmas is a time of tears
“For Me, as well as you.”
By Nigel Beeton
LET'S HEAR IT FOR THE CHRISTMAS CARD!
A folded piece of Christmas cheer
Came through the post today!
I love it when those cards appear
I love the things they say!
And at this busy Christmas time
I’m always glad to see
The Christmas scene or Christmas
rhyme
That you have sent to me.
The trouble that good people take
Is really, really kind –
Some people even sit and make
A card for me to find!
And in our virtual world of text
And pictures on a screen
These bits and bytes leave me perplexed
If you know what I mean?
And so I think that it is fine
To see your kind regard
I can admire this Christmas time
Your real Christmas card!
By Nigel Beeton
THE VIRGIN
Behold the Virgin approaching near,
And the Christ so young upon her
breast,
Angels low-bowing before them here,
And the King of life saying, ‘Tis best’.
Old Celtic prayer
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PARISH SERVICES
December 2020
SUNDAY 6th DECEMBER 2020
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8 am Eucharist St Edmund’s Sedgefield (The Revd. Peter Robson)
10 am Eucharist St Edmund’s, Sedgefield (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10 am St Mary Magdalene’s, Trimdon Village (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
6 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER 2020
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10 am St Catherine’s, Fishburn (The Revd. Martin King)
10 am St Michael’s, Bishop Middleham (The Revd. Peter Robson)
6 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 20th DECEMBER 2020
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10 am St Edmund’s, Sedgefield (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
10 am St Mary Magdalene’s, Trimdon Village (The Revd. Peter Robson)
6 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
24th DECEMBER 2020
CHRISTMAS EVE
6.00 pm Christingle St Catherine’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
6.00 pm Christmas Eucharist St Alban’s (The Revd. Martin King)
11.30 pm Midnight Mass St Edmund’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
11.30 pm Midnight Mass St Michael’s (The Revd. Peter Robson)
11.30 pm Midnight Mass St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. M Masterman)
25th DECEMBER 2018
CHRISTMAS DAY
10am Christmas Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. E Bland & M King)
SUNDAY 27TH DECEMBER 2020
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
10 am Parish Service via Zoom
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January 2021
SUNDAY 3 RD JANUARY 2021
EPIPHANY
8 am Eucharist St Edmund’s Sedgefield (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
10 am Eucharist St Edmund’s, Sedgefield (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10 am St Mary Magdalene’s, Trimdon Village (The Revd. Peter Robson)
6 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 10th JANUARY 2021
BAPTISM OF CHRIST
10 am St Catherine’s, Fishburn (The Revd. Peter Robson)
10 am St Michael’s, Bishop Middleham (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
6 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 17th JANUARY 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
10 am St Edmund’s, Sedgefield (The Revd. Peter Robson)
10 am St Mary Magdalene’s, Trimdon Village (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
6 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 24th JANUARY 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
10 am St Michael’s, Bishop Middleham (The Revd. Martin King)
11.30 am St Alban’s, Trimdon Grange (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
6 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 31st JANUARY 2021
CANDLEMAS
10 am Parish Service via Zoom
6 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
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WEEKLY PARISH SERVICES AT A GLANCE
EVERY FORTNIGHT ON A SUNDAY
St Edmund’s (monthly) 8.00am Eucharist /Morning Prayer
St Catherine’s 10.00am Eucharist /Morning Prayer
St Edmund’s 10.00am Eucharist / Morning Prayer
St Michael’s 10.00am Eucharist / Morning Prayer
St Mary Magdalene’s 10.00am Eucharist / Morning Prayer
St Alban’s (once a month) 11.30am Eucharist / Morning Prayer
EVERY FORTNIGHT ON A TUESDAY
St Mary Magdalene’s 6.00pm Eucharist (first Tuesday of the month –
healing service)
EVERY FORTNIGHT ON A WEDNESDAY
St Edmund’s 10.00am Eucharist
EVERY FORTNIGHT ON A THURSDAY
St Michael’s 10.00am Eucharist
PARISH ZOOM SERVICES
Morning Worship on Zoom 10.00am on Sunday
Weekly Meditation on Zoom: 10.00am Wednesday
Please contact the Parish Office for the link to these services.

SERVICES AT THE OTHER CHURCHES IN THE PARISH
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
ST WILLIAMS R C CHURCH - Trimdon Village
Sundays: Holy Mass 9.15 am
Weekdays (Mon-Sat): Holy Mass/ Eucharistic Service10.00 am
Mondays: Rosary 7.00 pm
ST JOHN FISHER & ST THOMAS MORE – Sedgefield
Sundays: Holy Mass 10.45 am.
Weekdays (Mon-Fri): Holy Mass/ Eucharistic Service 9.45am
Thursdays: Holy Hour 7.00 pm
METHODIST CHURCHES
TRIMDON STATION Prospect Place
Sundays: 3.00pm
Ladies’ Fellowship – every second Monday 2pm
SEDGEFIELD
Sunday 10.00am (Juniors -10.00am)
Wives & Friends – alternate Mondays, 8.00pm
Women’s Fellowship Tuesdays 7.15pm
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WE REMEMBER IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
FUNERALS
24th June
29th October
12th November

ST EDMOND’S
Miles Trevor Newton
Gordon Morris
Marjery Read

ST MARY MAGDALENE’S
FUNERAL
28th October
Lee James Norman
SANCTUARY CANDLE MEMORIALS
4th January 1970
Margret Marshall
11th January 2008
Robert Walton (Jnr)
23rd January 1970
Florence Robinson

Aged 83
Aged 82
Aged 76

Aged 51

PARISH INFORMATION
SACT - CAROLS IN THE CAR PARK
Sedgefield Area Churches Together are planning a COVID-secure 'Carols in
the Car Park' drive-in carol service in the evening on Sunday 20th December. As details are still being worked out and the event will be subject to
COVID restrictions in place at the time, please watch out for further details in
Sedgefield Round Up, on sedgefieldweb.co.uk, on the villages' Facebook
page and Twitter. Entrance will be free but prior registration will be required. Optional donations to Durham Foodbank will be welcome at the time
of booking; we will be unable to collect anything at the carol service, but of
course the collection bins at Sainsbury's remain available, should you wish to
give that way.
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FOODBANK.
While all donations to foodbank are most welcome and needed more than
ever at the moment, stock which is particularly needed is: tinned fish, tinned
meat, instant mash, tinned potato, instant and tinned custard.
There are collection boxes in the Co-op stores in Sedgefield and Trimdon
Village and in Sainsbury's in Sedgefield. If you are able to donate please
help to support the most vulnerable people in our communities who face
food poverty.
FOODBANK CHRISTMAS COLLECTION.
There will be an opportunity in December to donate to foodbank at each of
our Churches in early December as part of our Christmas sharing. As well as
the above foodbank always need toiletries, baby food as well as the basics
like pasta, rice, tea and coffee, cereals, jam, biscuits or any non-perishable
items.
On Saturday 5th December St. Edmund's will be open from 10.00am to
12.00 noon to receive donations as part of the gift day (more later),St. Mary
Magdalene's also from 10.00am to 12.00 noon, St. Alban's and St. Catherine's from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.
St.Michael's will be open on the 12th December from 10.00am to 12.00
noon.
If you are able to, please do support this Parish initiative to provide help to
people at this most difficult time of year.
Thank you
PARISH SHARE – LETTER FROM THE BISHOPS OF DURHAM AND
JARROW
Introduction
Anyone who has served on our PCC and DCCs over the years will be familiar with the term ‘Parish Share’; but what does it mean?
Parish Share is the sum of money contributed by each parish to fund ministry and mission, both at a local parish level and throughout the Diocese. Parish Share provides 50% of the income of the Diocese and is essential to the
mission of the church and without it, clergy could not be supported.
Specifically, Parish Share covers the cost of all:
Clergy stipends;
Clergy pension contributions;
Clergy housing;
Training for clergy and Readers;
Safeguarding;
Faculties and planning.
As a parish we pay for our day-to-day running costs – gas, electricity, insurance, repairs and the regular expenses of our clergy. Parish share, however,
makes up the largest single item of our spending. In 2019, we paid out 51%
of our parish income to the Diocese as our Parish Share. In cash terms, this
means £1,500 every week.
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It is becoming increasingly difficult for us, as a parish, to meet the costs of
Parish Share but, as you will see from the Bishops’ letter, the Diocese is also
finding it difficult to make ends meet. The Bishops are asking all parishes to
consider whether they can increase their Parish Share. We could only do this
if many of our regular worshippers increase their own personal giving. We
recognise that this is difficult but we would ask you to read the Bishops’ letter
carefully and consider how you might respond.
Dear Friends,
Re: Guided Pledge, 2021 budget and clergy vacancies
We are writing to you about the Guided Pledge Parish Share offers and their
implications for us in the coming year.
We would like to thank every parish for your work in determining your Parish
Share offer for 2021. Thank you to every parish which has pledged generously – whether generosity has enabled you to match the Guided Pledge figure for your parish or not.
We also want to recognise, with you, how very hard 2020 has been. The pandemic has had a huge financial impact. Some of our church members have
lost part of their income, or their job. The income of all of our churches has
been affected. Some churches with regular rental income – who seemed to
have the most sustainable financial approach, pre-Covid – have been hit
hardest; others, who rely heavily on worshippers bringing their gifts to Sunday services, have lost income because of the suspension of worship. Much
could be said at this point about our consistent encouragement for churches
to foster planned, direct giving, with the Parish Giving Scheme being our
strong recommendation; however, we realise churches that still rely heavily
on the plate have lost money.
However, Diocesan Synod decided that the pandemic made it more important than ever for us to implement our Guided Pledge approach this year.
We all know that no Parish Share formula is perfect. However, having no formula at all leaves us all guessing about what a realistic share of ministry
costs looks like for each of our churches.
We have tried to plan as carefully as possible for sustainable levels of stipendiary (paid) ordained ministry in the diocese for many years now. Through
the Deanery Planning Process, the Bishop’s Council asked every Deanery to
decide where the anticipated realistic level of stipendiary resource available
by 2020 should be deployed. We are grateful to every Deanery for engaging
with this fully. Appointments have been made only in line with those evolving
local plans for some years. We are also vigilant about the costs of necessary
employed diocesan roles in governance, support and administration: the reality is that our “central” diocesan staffing is one of the slimmest nationally.
We obviously have to ensure that we can pay our staff and clergy. Our Diocese receives one of the largest subsidies from the national church’s Low
Incomes Communities Fund, £2.2 million, towards clergy costs in poorer contexts. However, we calculated that, with other income streams taken into account, to sustain the number of posts in our Deanery Plans, 2021 Parish
Share would need to come to £5.75 million. Guided Pledge figures were then
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calculated on that basis.
This means that there is simply not enough income to pay for all the posts the
Deanery Planning process worked towards. This means that on Saturday November 14th 2020 the Diocesan Synod approved a 2021 budget that sadly
does not allow for appointment processes to begin in most of our vacant parishes: nine vacancies cannot be filled until other resignations or retirements
arise, releasing a stipend. We cannot say how hard a decision this has been,
and we will of course work with those parishes to try to support them in any
ways that we can. We also recognise how disappointing this is for everyone
who has worked so hard in the Deanery Planning process, expecting appointments to follow this basis (and we do hope and plan to return to this basis.)
However, in the short to medium term we cannot make appointments that –
as things stand – we know we cannot pay for.
We therefore want to say again that we are sincerely thankful for every parish
where, after thought, calculation and prayer, you have pledged generously.
We realise generosity will not always allow you to afford the Guided Pledge
figure. But for every generous offer, thank you.
We also want to ask parishes which have made significantly reduced offers if
you are able to reconsider these. In some cases, you will genuinely have no
room for manoeuvre; some reduced offers may still be generous offers, we
know; wherever that is the case, God bless you for offering what you could,
and thank you. However, if in other cases there is any possibility that your
offer could be more generous, we would ask you to consider this prayerfully.
It has to be said that some offers have been reduced to really negligible
sums, and – at least in some cases – it is very hard to understand how
shared responsibility for one another has really been given weight in considerations. Also, if as a PCC you were unwilling to consider using any of your
reserves to enable a generous Parish Share offer, we would ask you to reflect
on that decision prayerfully: reserves are for a rainy day, and if the pandemic
is not that day, we really do not know what is! It is raining on us all, and some
parishes are giving from their reserves to support ministry in other parishes
declining to make the same choice.
If your parish is served by a stipendiary minister, please remember that the
realistic cost of this is over £50,000 a year. (That is not your vicar’s stipend! –
they see less than half of that; however, we house clergy, and, with other
costs, that is the real figure). Where a parish or parishes who have a vicar are
not paying Parish Share at that level, we all need to be absolutely clear now
that another parish is meeting that cost for you through the Share that they
are paying. Some very generous parishes currently in vacancy will not now
see their post advertised for many months. Their generosity is enabling others to have what they themselves do not; is this being matched by generosity
in all parishes who do have a minister (possibly including yours)?
We need to name a couple of myths here. First, in many discussions about
Parish Share around the diocese we all regularly encounter a belief that if
Parish Share falls short of the sum calculated for stipends there really are
other resources that can be used to make up the shortfall, and it will be alright. This is, unfortunately, simply not true. Please do hear us that this is not
14

about the Diocese refusing to use money that we already have to pay for
posts: assets recorded on our balance sheet simply do not equate to funds
available for stipends. We approached parishes this year being absolutely
clear about the level of Share needed to sustain current plans for posts; we
were clear that if this is not possible, we would have to reduce the number of
posts. While the overall finances of an organisation like the diocese may be
complicated, the maths here are distressingly simple: if this level of Share
really is not possible, we have to reduce posts. We are writing to check
whether it really is impossible, or if there is any scope to achieve the figure
we need. If not, in real terms, we have to cut the number of posts available at
any one time. Fairness to all also means that in the future the ability and/or
willingness of a parish or group of parishes to contribute meaningfully and
substantially towards the cost of a minister will have to be weighed seriously
in all decisions about where our limited resources will be deployed and this
will form part of our future planning for the long term.
Second, we sometimes encounter some misunderstanding about posts funded through the Church of England Strategic Development Fund (SDF), in our
Resourcing Churches and Communities of Hope. Some people believe that
these posts are being funded in preference to – and at the loss of – posts for
parish clergy. This is not the case. The reality is that we have been very successful in our SDF bids, and as a result have funding for a number of posts,
mainly lay, but some ordained, which we otherwise simply would not have.
We can either have these additional posts or not have them, but we could not
have and use this money for other parish clergy appointments instead. (It is
actually the case that a number of clergy are funded through SDF resources,
so we have more clergy than we otherwise would, not fewer, through these
SDF projects.)
We hope and pray that this letter will not have caused anyone offence. Wherever pledges have been made generously and with a full understanding of the
realities we have set out here, we are simply grateful. However, we believe
that in the situation in which we find ourselves it was right for us to write: we
needed to communicate a significant Synodical decision to you. We also write
in hope and prayer that we may yet find the Holy Spirit moves in the hearts of
his people, and renewed giving – individually by our members and by our parishes in Parish Share – enables us to proceed to make appointments in
churches hoping and praying for new spiritual leadership. If this letter was
shared widely with church members, and this helped lead to increased giving,
that would be a wonderful thing. We of course commit ourselves to prayerfully
reviewing our personal giving and seeing if we can be more generous, just as
we are asking others to do the same.
Above all, this comes to you in the fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
with our warmest wishes,
Bishop Paul, Bishop Sarah, James Morgan (Diocesan Secretary), Archdeacon Bob, Archdeacon Libby & Archdeacon Rick.

15

St Alban’s Church
NEWS AND EVENTS
ST ALBAN’S LUNCHEON CLUB
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

St Catherine’s Church
Fishburn
NEWS AND EVENTS
VILLAGE PRAYERS WEDNESDAY @ 6PM
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
CAFÉ
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
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St Edmund’s Church
Sedgefield
NEWS AND EVENTS

GIFT DAY.
Under normal circumstances there would be a coffee morning and Gift Day at
St. Edmund's early in December. Given the current restrictions we won't be
able to hold the coffee morning, but we are inviting members of the
congregation to make a gift to St. Edmund's as part of their celebration of
Christmas. With this magazine is an envelope in which you can place your
donation; this can then be brought to St. Edmund's on Saturday 5th
December between 10.00am and 12 noon, placed in the offertory plate at the
service the next day (if services are taking place) .
Alternatively, you can make your donation by bank transfer if you use internet
banking. The account details are: Barclays Bank Ltd. Sort Code: 20 82 18
Account Name: St. Edmund's Church, Account No: 90121630. Please give
the reference Gift Day.
Also on the 5th December Brian Mutch will be selling Friend's Christmas
items (calendars and Christmas Cards).
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
For many years members of St. Edmund's have supported Justice First a
small voluntary organisation based in Stockton and providing support to
asylum seekers in the Tees Valley area. This year, however, Justice First is
doing very little face to face work and have asked if the church would provide
hampers for the Mary Thompson Fund. This organisation specifically supports
asylum seekers who have had their 'leave to remain' denied and are in the
process of appealing the decision. Once 'leave to remain' is denied then all
benefits stop and the families have to rely on support from charitable
organisations.
If you are able to provide a hamper of Christmas goodies (non perishable
goods and toiletries) then please help and bring your hamper to church over
the weekend of 5th/6th December.
Should the current restrictions remain further information will be provided
through the weekly Parish Newsheet. Any questions, please contact Michael
King 01740 620910
SERVICES AT ST.EDMUND'S ON CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS
DAY.
Provided that national Covid 19 regulations allow, there will be a Eucharist at
St. Edmund's at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve and 10.00am on Christmas
morning (this will be a service of all age worship, there will be an opportunity
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to leave at the peace. Due to the requirements for social distancing numbers
will be limited. For the Midnight Eucharist we can accommodate 30
households and for Christmas morning 25 households. Access to both
services will be by pre-booked ticket only. If you wish to attend either service
please contact: Brian Mutch on 01740 622302 or e mail at:
b.mutch@btconnect.com. Places will be available on a first come, first
served basis.
SECRETARY TO THE DCC.
Having faithfully served as DCC secretary for many years Rachel has
decided to step down. The DCC is seeking to appoint someone to a nonremunerated position as Secretary to the DCC. The main duties of the
Secretary is the organisation of DCC meetings (5-6 a year) and the
compilation of the annual report for the AGM. This includes: Preparing the
agenda for meetings in discussion with the chair, seeking items from DCC
members; circulating papers (agenda, minutes, reports) to DCC members a
week prior to the meeting; taking minutes at the meeting. Occasionally there
will be other correspondence that needs to be dealt with in consultation with
the Chair or Lay Chair. Anyone interested, please speak to Michael King
(01740 620910 or e mail: m.king989@btinternet.com)
OPEN CHURCH FOR PRIVATE PRAYER.
The national Covid 19 guidelines say that churches can be open for private
prayer provided that social distancing measures are in place. St. Edmund's
will be open for private prayer on Wednesday 18th and 25th November from
10.00am to 11.00am. If the current situation contains into December, details
will be advertised in the Parish notice sheet.
CHURCH ‘FRIENDS’ RE-LAUNCH POPULAR CHRISTMAS CARDS –
and you don’t need to leave home to get them !
Last year’s Christmas
card produced by the
Friends
of
St
Edmund’s
Church
proved
such
an
outstanding success
that it is to be
reprinted for use this
year – but with one
subtle
difference
which supporters are
being
invited
to
identify.
“You will need sharp
eyes to spot the
change in the design
but we thought it
would add an extra
18

bit of interest to the card”,
said
membership
secretary Brian Mutch this
week.
The
answer
will
be
published on the Friends’
website in late January.
This year’s tri-fold card
depicts the interior and
exterior of the entrance to
St Edmund’s and comes
with envelopes in packs of
five for just £5.00.
“We still have our range of
the
Sedgefield
street
scene in the snow and a
view of the village from Hardwick Park in packs of five for £4.00 as well as the
ever popular reindeers outside the church in packs of 10 for £3.00,” said
Brian.
He added: “Coronavirus constraints are obviously preventing people in the
community from getting out and about, so we have decided to provide a free,
socially-distanced delivery to people in and around the town”.
Orders can be placed from the comfort of home by contacting Brian on 01740
622302, via e-mail (b.mutch@btconnect.com) or at 6 Hasledon Grove,
Sedgefield, TS21 2JW. For the first time, the Friends also have the facility for
people to pay by credit or debit card.
This year’s calendar produced by the Friends featuring scenes shot by local
photographers has proved so popular that fewer than a dozen still remain
from the initial print run of 200. “Depending on future orders, a reprint may be
necessary, as it was last year”, said Brian. “We know the calendars have
been sent over a wide area and even overseas as many people now use the
calendar as a much-appreciated Christmas gift”.
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St Mary Magdalene Church
Trimdon Village
REGULAR SERVICES & ACTIVITIES
SERVICES
Sunday Service
Sunday
10.00 am in church
Meditation Service
Sunday
6.00 pm in church
Said Eucharist
Tuesday
6.00 pm in church
Healing Service
1st Tuesday in month
6.00 pm in church
Care Home Communion
Every 4 weeks
Craigarran Nursing Home
CHILDREN
Seeds of Hope
Last Saturday in month
4.00 pm in church
Baptisms
2nd Sunday in the month
12.00 am in church
FOODBANK COLLECTIONS
In date non-perishable food On-going
Yellow bin in church
MAINTENANCE
Church building/Churchyard/East Cemetery
Thursdays 1.30 pm - 4.00 pm
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
Group Meetings
1st Tuesday in month
7.00 pm - 8.00 pm
100 CLUB
November 49 Carol Tate
PLEASE USE THE CONTACT DETAILS BELOW FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION

What’s on at Trimdon Village Hall
Trimdon Village Hall, Hallgarth Road, Trimdon Village, TS29 6JX
Tel 01429 881948 Mobile 07864992914 www.trimdonvillagehall.co.uk
Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Trimdonvillagehall/
Email trimdonvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
HARVEST FESTIVAL
In October we held our
Harvest Festival service;
Revd Martin King took
the service. We had
harvest readings and
listened to We Plough
the Fields and Scatter.
We decorated the church
with tins and packets of
non-perishable
food
which
people
had
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donated, which were given to the food bank; we also decorated a window
with vegetables, fruit and pictures representing the harvest, and love of God.
MEMORIAL SERVICE
On Sunday November 1st, All Saints Sunday, we remembered the people
who had, had funerals in our church over the past year, a tea light was lit for
everyone’s name that was read out, we would normally have invited the
families of these people to this service, with COVID 19 pandemic this could
not happen this year.
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St Michael’s Church
Bishop Middleham

NEWS AND EVENTS
BALM: A NEW MODEL OF WORKING
Please note that all BALM groups are held in St Michael's Church while the
village hall is closed:
The first Wednesday of each month from 7 to 8.30 pm.
The third Tuesday of each month from 2 to 3.30 pm.
December's groups will be on Wednesday 2 nd and Tuesday 15th, both in St
Michael's Church.
In addition, weekly support is given by telephone to people who for any
reason are unable to attend either of the groups.
For further information please ring Janet Deane on 01740 656391 or email
janetgraham456@btinternet.com
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
The Act of Remembrance which took place at the War Memorial in the
churchyard at 11.00am on Sunday 8 th November was a little different this
year, even though the words, bugle calls and silence were the same. Fewer
people attended because
of lockdown restrictions,
but the occasion was
recorded on video by
Councillor Harvey Neve's
daughter
Amelia
and
streamed
to
the
community. The service
was led by Bill Armstrong
and the Revd. Peter
Robson, both shown in this
photo. Bill laid a wreath on
behalf of St. Michael's
Church and Harvey laid a
wreath on behalf of the
village community.
Our
MP also laid a wreath at
the war memorial later that
day during a tour of his
constituency.
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
Christmas in church this year will be very different. We hope that Sunday
services will be able to take place in December but many of our special
Christmas celebrations will not happen this year.
Carol Services - both indoors and outdoors are not possible.
Crib Service will not take place because of the limits on attendance.
Midnight Mass will take place if allowed. Due to limits on attendance it will be
an all-ticket event. If you would like to reserve places, please contact Bill
Armstrong on 0191 3773847 or billarm2000@hotmail.com .
There will also be a special event, Journey to the Crib, on Saturday 12th
December between 10am and 12.00. You will be able to light a candle of joy
and thanks and to leave a gift for the local Foodbank.
SOME CREATIVE IDEAS FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
The light and hope of Christmas are so important to celebrate and share in
our communities. We invite everyone across our communities and the Parish
of the Upper Skerne to share in some activities during this season:
29th November is the First Sunday in Advent - make a Nativity set of
your own which you can keep in a special place, even if it is just
made from internet ‘Pinterest’ paper figures;
1st December onwards – decorate a window in your home on the
theme of a Christmas carol or song. What could you choose - a
simple star, three kings, or something of your own choice? Let’s
share the Christmas message with others.
ADVENT SERVICE ON YOUTUBE
Please don't miss our Advent Service, which will be streamed on YouTube
very soon. You'll find details elsewhere in this edition of the magazine but I
thought it would be appropriate to mention it here, as two of the hymns/songs
were recorded in our church. One of them is 'O come, O come, Emmanuel',
without which no Advent service would be complete, in my opinion at least. I
wrote the following account for 'Hymn of the Month' at this time last year, but
thought some of you might like a second (or first) chance to read it.
CHILDREN'S SOCIETY BOXES
The sum of £285.03 has been banked for the year ended October 2020 for St
Michael’s Bishop Middleham. Many thanks to all box holders for your kind
generosity. Thank you Eileen Walker.
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
Although the shops and advertisements would have us believe otherwise,
Christmas does not actually start until Midnight on Christmas Eve, and until
that point in December we are in the season of Advent (Latin for coming).
This season is an important one, coming as it does at the beginning of our
ecclesiastical year, and instead of choosing a more “Christmassy” carol I
thought it might be good to look at a hymn which reflects our waiting and
expectation.
This hymn has its origins in the early Church in the so-called “O” antiphons.
These were short verses which were sung before and after the Magnificat
during the monastic service of Vespers on the seven days before Christmas.
It is possible that they date back to the 6 th century and they were definitely in
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use in Rome before the 9th century. In the 12th Century five of them were put
together to make the single hymn “Veni, veni, Emmanuel”. They were translated
into English (from the Latin) by John Mason Neale (1818-1866), an Anglican
priest who in his lifetime translated about 100 hymns into English, mainly from
their original Latin. 24 of these are included in our hymnbook, including “A
great and mighty wonder” and “All glory, laud and honour.”
As in the original Latin, each verse of “O come, O come, Emmanuel” starts with
an “O” to express longing for the Saviour, who is described in a different way for
each verse: Verse 1 Emmanuel (God with us), 2 Rod of Jesse, 3 the Dayspring, 4 Key of David, and 5 Adonai (Lord of might). As in the original version
each verse ends with a refrain, here in its English translation: “Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.”
The tune we sing, “Veni Emmanuel”, has its origins in a melody adapted from a
plainsong Kyrie which was found in a French Missal (Mass book). It is thought
by some that Neale may have chosen and copied the tune himself, but in any
case his English version of the hymn has always been sung to this haunting
melody. Its final musical arrangement was made by another Anglican
clergyman, Thomas Helmore (1811–1890), who was an enthusiast for the
revival and use of Gregorian chant and plainsong in the Church of England.
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory over the grave. Refrain
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain
O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain
O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain
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NEWS
“God is with us in our pain and
fear’ – Bishop of London’s
message of hope
The Bishop of London, Rt Revd
Sarah Mullally, has said that despite
this being a time of “great
uncertainty and challenge” as the
world struggles to “overcome a
devastating pandemic that has cut
short earthly lives, destroyed
livelihoods, and separated us from
the people and activities we enjoy,”
yet still “we are not without hope.”
Speaking recently in St Paul’s
Cathedral, she said: “Through word,
prayer, song and symbol, we are
reminded that God’s love for us can
never be destroyed. God is with us
in our pain and fear and will lead us
to a yet more glorious day.”
Bishop Sarah also praised the
ongoing work of the “real heroes
and heroines at work in intensive
care
units,
the
Emergency
Department, oncology and elderly
care wards.”
These people have been “giving
their all, and are continuing to give
their all, because we are still very
much in the midst of the Covid
pandemic.”
“Yet,” she went on, ‘The hope we
have in our hearts as Christians is
eternal. Hope that is in Christ will
not be disappointed.”
Going
to
church
in
the
coronavirus pandemic
More than 17,000 online services
and events have been provided by
Church of England churches since
the introduction of the lockdown and
restrictions on public worship earlier
this year.

Figures from the Church of England’s
A Church Near You website, which
allows people to search for church
services and events, show that more
than 17,000 online services or events
are now listed, including Sunday
Communion services, Bible studies
and morning or night prayer. Many of
these services take place regularly
and this figure represents a snapshot
of the likely total number.
The statistics do not include the
Church of England’s national online
weekly services broadcast on
Sundays and shared on Facebook
and YouTube. There have been
nearly three million views of the
national online services and posts
about the weekly broadcasts have
been seen 23.6 million times.
Contributors have included the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York,
the Duke of Cambridge and Pope
Francis.
The national online services are
being watched by a wide range of
ages and around one in five people
viewing go to church infrequently or
not at all.
Other figures in the report show that
official Church of England apps from
Church House Publishing – the most
popular being Daily Prayer, or the
Daily Office of morning, evening and
night prayer - have been used more
than seven million times so far this
year, up from five million in 2019.
Church of England social media
posts have been seen 86 million
times so far, nearly double the total
for last year.
The growth in online services has
been helped by the Church of
England stepping up its digital
training
programme
for
congregations. More than 4,200
vicars and local church leaders have
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taken part in remote digital training
courses so far this year, four times
the number as in 2019.
The Archbishop of York, Stephen
Cottrell, said: “At a time when many
have felt isolated and fearful, Church
of England parishes and clergy have
broadcast thousands of online church
services and events, seeking to bring
comfort
and
hope
to
their
communities. We know that tens of
thousands of those tuning in will
never have had contact with their
local Church of England parish before
and may never have heard the
Christian message. Their welcome
presence is a sign of the great hunger
we all have for spiritual meaning in
our lives.”

churches were involved in 35,000
social action projects, compared to
33,000 recorded in 2017.
These figures for social action have
been released alongside statistics
showing that the number of regular
worshippers attending church once a
month or more decreased by 1% in
2019 to 1.11 million.
On
average,
854,000
people
attended Church of England services
and acts of worship each week in
October 2019, a decline of 2.1%
compared to the year before. The
additional number of people attending
services for schools in Church of
England churches rose by 3% to
182,000. Usual Sunday attendance
fell by 2% to 690,000 in 2019.
In 2019 there were nearly eight
Parishes
serving
their million attendances at Christmas and
communities
Advent services, and more than a
Recently published Mission Statistics million people attended Church of
for 2019 show that parishes were England church services at Easter.
already running or supporting 35,000
social action projects before the Church of England launches its
pandemic,
serving
communities Anti-Racism Taskforce
across the country from lunch clubs A Taskforce has been set up to
for older people to parent and toddler ensure racial equality in the Church
groups and food banks.
of England.
More than 4,000 parent/carer toddler The Anti-Racism Taskforce will carry
groups are run or supported by out preparatory work ahead of the
Church of England churches, while launch
of
the
Archbishops’
more than 5,000 churches run or Commission to address racism in
support lunch clubs, coffee mornings Spring next year. It is expected to
or similar hospitality for older people. complete its work by the end of
The figures also show the extent of January.
church support for people living in The Revd Sonia Barron, Co-Chair of
food poverty, with nearly 8,000 food the Taskforce, and a former adviser
banks run or supported by Church of to the Committee for Minority Ethnic
England churches.
Anglican Concerns, (CMEAC) said:
Nearly 60% of churches are involved “The Taskforce has been set up at a
in food bank provision, while nearly critical time in the history of the
one in three reported either running, Church of England, with the Black
hosting or supporting a parent/toddler Lives Matter movement pushing
group. Other figures showed 2,700 racial justice right up the agenda.
churches involved in community The Church has an opportunity that
cafes, 2,400 in night shelters and it cannot afford to miss – we cannot
2,300 in holiday or breakfast clubs.
just pay lip service to issues of
The findings show Church of England racism as we have done for so long.
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It is vital that we listen to all the
different voices out there and having
listened, fulfil our mission as a
Church, by taking appropriate
action.”
Fewer than four per cent of serving
clergy identify as being from a
UKME background, according to the
latest statistics.
The General Synod voted in
February to apologise for racism
experienced by UKME people in the
Church of England since the arrival
of the Windrush Generation.
Speaking to the General Synod, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, said there was ‘no doubt’
that the Church of England was still
‘deeply institutionally racist’.

Living in Love and Faith
The Church of England’s Living in
Love and Faith teaching resources
have been recently published. They
explore questions of human identity,
sexuality,
relationships
and
marriage.
The resources, commissioned by
the House of Bishops, include a
book, a series of films and podcasts
and a course. They will initiate a
process of whole Church learning,
that
will
contribute
to
the Bishops’ discernment of a way
forward in relation to questions of
human
identity,
sexuality,
relationships and marriage.

More than £10m in grants
to
66
churches
and
cathedrals
The Church of England has
welcomed the award of
grants from the National
Lottery Heritage Fund and
Historic England for grants
amounting to £10.7m to 66
churches and cathedrals
across the country.
A total of 16 cathedrals and
50 parish churches will
receive grants under the
Culture Recovery Fund for
Heritage. The grants will
support
churches
and
cathedrals, which would
normally welcome millions
of visitors each year, in
ensuring
organisational
viability,
covering
costs
incurred by Covid-19, and
allowing
for
business
planning and job retention.
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QUOTES
With Christmas in mind...
Believe in God and you’ll believe in miracles. Believe in the baby of Bethlehem, and you’ll experience one. - Anon
It is no use saying that we are born 2000 years too late to give room to
Christ… Christ is always with us, always asking for room in our hearts…. And
giving shelter or food to anyone who asks for it, or needs it, is giving it to
Christ. – Dorothy Day
Human nature is like a stable inhabited by the ox of passion and the ass of
prejudice – animals which take up a lot of room and which I suppose most of
us are feeding on the quiet. And it is there between them, pushing them out,
that Christ must be born, and in their very manger He must be laid. - Evelyn
Underhill
We must never allow anything to blind us to the true significance of what happened at Bethlehem so long ago. Nothing can alter the fact that we live on a
visited planet. - J B Phillips
We are better givers than getters… The Christmas story – the one according
to Luke, not Dickens – is not about how blessed it is to be givers, but about
how essential it is to see ourselves as receivers. - William Willimon
We must speak in practical terms. Either Christ’s coming has meaning for us
now, or else it means nothing at all. - Christoph Blumhardt
The Word of God, Jesus Christ, on account of His great love for mankind,
became what we are in order to make us what He is Himself. - Irenaeus
Thankfully our Saviour is not Father Christmas. He gave His best to us because we were not good. - Moe Bergeron
He who has no Christmas in his heart will never find Christmas under a tree.
- Roy Smith
Christ became what we are that He might make us what He is. - Athanasius
God became man to turn creatures into sons; not simply to produce better
men of the old kind but to produce a new kind of man. - C S Lewis
In Jesus Christ heaven meets earth and earth ascends to heaven. - Anon
Surely royalty in rags, angels in cells, is not descent compared to Deity in
flesh! - H Law
The hinge of history is on the door of a Bethlehem stable. - R Sockman
Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents
for a minute and look around. - Anon
The love of God is broader than the measures of man's mind. – Frederick
Faber
Advertising: The science of arresting the human intelligence long enough to
get money from it. - Stephen Leacock
Many Christians have so busied themselves with programmes and activities
that they no longer know how to be silent and meditate on God’s Word or
recognise the mysteries that are in the Person of Christ. - Ravi Zacharias
A man rejects God neither because of intellectual demands nor because of
the scarcity of evidence. A man rejects God because of a moral resistance
that refuses to admit his need for God. - Ravi Zacharias
And finally, in the build-up to Christmas, remember:
Drive carefully. It's not only cars that can be recalled by their maker.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Comfort and Joy – Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas
By John Kiddie, CHP (80p single copy; pack of 10, £7;
pack of 50, £30)
Churches all over the country will be marking Advent and
Christmas in both new and familiar ways this year. ‘Comfort
and Joy’, the Church of England's 2020 Christmas campaign,
will help enrich your Christmas
It features daily reflections for the Christmas season from Kate
Bottley, Jonathan Bryan, Bob Chilcot, Martha Collison,
Stephen Cottrell, Guli Francis-Dehqani, Chine McDonald,
Sally Phillips and Justin Welby.
Beginning on Christmas Day and ending on 2 nd January, each day explores
a Bible reading and a familiar carol, encouraging us to consider Christmas in
these extraordinary times, and inviting us to hear again the message of the
angels - good news of God's unfailing love for a world that is weary and
hurting.
For more about ‘Comfort and Joy’, online services, and the free app
featuring
audio
versions
of
all
the
featured
carols,
go
to: www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy
The Radiant Dawn – Luke 1-2 for Advent
By Tom Parsons, 10Publishing, £3.99
You will conceive and give birth to a son ... And there were
shepherds living out in the fields near by ... You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."
Luke's opening chapters ring with the familiar well-loved
lines that herald the warm solemnity of Christmas. This
book on Luke’s first two chapters will guide you through
Advent in 25 daily Bible readings and prayers.
Lights sparkle in the darkness that enfolds the Northern
Hemisphere at this time of year - until they are taken down
and put back in the box in January. Luke points us to Jesus,
the Radiant Dawn of a day that will never end. Let these Advent reflections
direct your heart's gaze towards Him, who is the shining source of
confidence and joy in whatever darkness we experience.
Free at Last
By Asia Bibi, Authentic, £9.99
Here is the remarkable story of the woman who refused to
renounce her faith and unwittingly became the global symbol
of the fight against religious extremism.
After drinking water from the same glass as a Muslim woman,
Asia Bibi, a Christian, was sentenced to hang by the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan in 2010 on charges of blasphemy.
Bibi's case polarised all of Pakistan and mobilised
international support from across the globe, including
politicians, journalists, and countless organisations. For nine
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long years, Bibi awaited death in prison until she was formally acquitted in
January 2019. Now a political exile, Bibi is reunited with her family in the
West, but she will never be allowed to return to her homeland.
The Newborn King
By Sarah J Dodd and Raffaella Ligi, Lion Children £5.99
This is an engaging retelling of the first Christmas, with bright
and appealing pictures that bring the wonderful scenes to life
for younger children. A new king is born! His name is Jesus.
See the gladness of Mary, the joy of the shepherds, and the
journey of the Wise Men.
The Extra Special Baby – the story of the
Christmas Promise
By Antonia Woodward, Lion Children, £6.99
This beautifully illustrated Christmas picture book shares
the joy of Christmas with young children. It tells how: ‘A
long time ago, a long way away, some very clever men
discovered a very exciting promise… the baby that was so
extra special that life on earth would change forever…’
99 Stories from the Bible
By Juliet David and Elina Ellis, Candle Books, £9.99
Here is an excellent way to introduce young children to the
great Bible stories. Each story is told across a double page
spread and there is a mixture of full-page art and spot
illustrations throughout the book. The stories cover: At the
Beginning, Samuel Listens, Esther, A Blind Man Sees, and
Jesus Walks on the Lake, right through to One Day Jesus
Will Return.
Let it Slow – an Advent calendar with a difference
By Stephen Cottrell, CHP, £6.99
Christmas is one of the most joyful times of year, and it can also
be one of the most stressful. This understanding and uplifting
book offers another way to approach Christmas, and to discover
how its joys and promises can restore our lives, not add to their
burdens.
37 Kings and a Budgerigar
By Richard Littledale, Authentic, £7.99
For many of us, putting out a crib set is one of our treasured
Christmas traditions. But what do these scenes really tell us
about the original Christmas story?
Richard Littledale, a regular contributor to Daily Service and
Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4, shares reflections, Bible
readings and prayers for each day of Advent, based on his own
personal collection of nativity sets from around the world. Just
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like unexpectedly finding a figure of a budgerigar in one of his nativity sets,
this accessible devotional will surprise you anew as you see the familiar
nativity story with fresh eyes.
With Love from God to You
By Vicki Howie, Bible Society, £2
This children’s story booklet offers a fresh retelling of
the nativity story focusing on God’s heart for all He
has made. Created in partnership with HOPE
Together.
The Mystery of the New Noisy Neighbour
By Dai Woolridge, Bible Society, £2
This children’s story places a mouse detective at
the heart of the action in Bethlehem, and he
slowly discovers who Jesus really is: Emmanuel,
Rescuer and King. It is perfect to give out as a
free gift to children in your church or local
school.
25 Crafts for Christmas
By Christina Goodings and Samantha Meredith, Bible
Society £5.99
Here is a craft for every day of Advent, or just to keep your
children entertained in the run up to Christmas. You can make
decorations, your own Christmas cards, and a variety of gift
boxes and trimmings. Suitable for age 3-7 years.
It Begins in Bethlehem – a Nativity
Rhyme for Christmastime
By Bob Hartman, Bible Society, £2
These entertaining rhymes will make it
easy for you to share the message of
Christmas with children in your family,
church and community.
The Sleepy Shepherd - a magical Christmas tale
for children
By Stephen Cottrell, SPCK, £5.24
The Sleepy Shepherd is so dozy that he completely
misses the visit of the angels and the chance to greet
the Christ-child in Bethlehem. But one crucial night,
years later, he makes an important decision – to be a
real shepherd to a man whose friends have all fallen
asleep. Children will enjoy this heart-warming,
timeless story.
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GOD IN THE ARTS
He gave us eyes to see them:
blackbird

St Kevin of Glendalough and the

During this year we have explored the beauty and wonder of our world in the
rich variety of all creatures great and small. In the months of lockdown and
restrictions, many of us have used the time to look afresh at the world of
Nature and have learnt to value it once again.
When we look at the life of the 6th century Irish hermit saint, Kevin of
Glendalough, we see someone who had that special relationship with the
birds and animals. An otter, the wolf and a wild boar were his co-hermits. We
are told that during Lent as he was kneeling in prayer in his cell, he held his
arm out of the window. A blackbird mistook the arm for the branch of a tree
and built its nest in the saint’s hand. The saint waited until the eggs were laid
and hatched and the fledglings had flown.
One of the earliest depictions of this story is a marginal drawing in The
History of Ireland by Gerald of Wales in the early 13th century and now in the
British Library. He visited Ireland several times and was entranced by the
marvels he saw and the tales he heard. To accompany the story of St Kevin,
an unknown artist drew the saint sat in his cell, cradling the blackbird gently
in his left hand. Seamus Heaney captured the story in a poem in which he
wondered if the saint was self-forgetful in all those months or perhaps in
agony. The poet praises St Kevin because he sought no reward, but offered
time and patience to care for this sign of new life.
So much has happened to us during this year for good and ill, and we
wonder what the new year will bring. Perhaps St Kevin can inspire us to
journey with faith and
hope, and to travel
through the months
ahead
with
a
renewed concern for
the created order
around. The Gaelic
name Kevin means
loved. Like him, we
pray that we will love
and
cherish
this
planet, and care for
the
wonder
and
beauty of birds like
the blackbird and all
the animals. Then we
can rejoice with him
in the wonder of
Creation
that
displays
the
handiwork of God the
Creator.
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GOD IN THE SCIENCES
FOLLOW THE STAR
Jesus’ welcoming committee included
Eastern scholars who learned about His
birth through their study of astrology. I
can’t help thinking that the arrival of
these people at Bethlehem is a link
between a very early form of science
(albeit mixed in with their own form of
religion) and Christian faith. What better
way to discover God than to explore the
world and follow the evidence wherever
it leads? But what exactly was the star of
Bethlehem? Scientists have investigated
this question over the centuries, coming
up with a variety of answers.
First, there is the idea of a supernova:
the massively bright explosion caused by a dying star. On rare occasions a
supernova can be seen from Earth with the naked eye, remaining visible for
several months. We now know that Herod the Great died around 4BC, so the
actual date of Jesus’ birth must be a little earlier. The supernovae that might
match this timing were one in the Andromeda galaxy between March 8BC
and September 7BC, and another in the constellation of Capricorn in the
Spring of 5BC.
Next, comes a planetary conjunction. The alignment most commonly
associated with the star of Bethlehem was between Jupiter and Saturn in the
constellation of Pisces in 7BC, but not everyone is sure whether this would be
extraordinary enough to be the ‘star’ mentioned in the Bible.
Finally, the bright astronomical object that drew the Magi could have been a
comet. This idea came from Sir Colin Humphreys, Professor of Materials
Science at Cambridge University, and Oxford astronomer WG Waddington,
who found that a comet was recorded by Chinese astronomers between
March and May, 5BC. Humphreys then speculated that the ‘no room at the
inn’ scenario came about because Jesus was born during Passover, and the
Magi visited Jesus in May or June.
People interpret the biblical account of Jesus’ birth in all sorts of ways, but
there’s very little argument from serious historians that Jesus of Nazareth
actually existed. Whatever the true explanation for the ‘star of Bethlehem’
may be, there’s plenty of evidence that an astronomical event could have
happened at the time of His birth.
I think it makes perfect sense that if God was going to enter His own creation
and take on the form of one of His own creatures, it should be marked by a
very significant physical event!
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SMILE LINES
Picture
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible
story with a Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which
showed four people on an airplane. She asked her which story it was
meant to represent. ‘The Flight to Egypt,’ was the reply.
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary, Joseph,
and Baby Jesus. But who's the fourth person?"’
‘Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that's Pontius - the pilot!’
Next Christmas
The grandson had just taken a photograph of his grandmother who’d come
to stay for Christmas and her 89 th birthday. ‘Grannie, I sure hope I’m
around next year to photograph you on your 90 th birthday,’ he said tactfully.
‘Why not?’ his grandmother shrugged. ‘You look healthy enough.’
Friction at Christmas
This Christmas, when your family gets together, remember: a certain
friction between the generations is inevitable. After all, the young and the
old have all the answers and those in between are stuck with all the
questions.
Drive
He was a careful driver during the Christmas period. At the railway crossing
he stopped, looked and listened. All he heard was the car behind him,
smashing into his boot.
Present
First man: ‘My wife doesn’t know what she wants for Christmas.’
Second man: ‘You’re lucky. Mine does.’
Little
"I didn't look much - I've only got little eyes!"
7 year-old, about to be scolded for peeking at her Christmas presents
Christmas cake
Every Christmas, composer Giacomo Puccini would have a cake baked for
each of his friends. One year, having quarrelled with Arturo Toscanini just
before Christmas, he tried to cancel the order for the conductor's cake. But
it was too late, as the cake had already been dispatched.
The following day, Toscanini received a telegram from Puccini: "Cake sent
by mistake."
He replied by return: "Cake eaten by mistake."
Angels?
Two daughters had been given parts in a Christmas pageant at their
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Church. At dinner that night, they got into an argument as to who had the
most important role.
Finally, the 14 year-old said to her 8 year-old younger sister, ‘Well, you just
ask Mum. She'll tell you it's much harder to be a virgin than it is to be an
angel.’
Attention
With a number of relatives visiting, I was struggling to get my wife's attention.
So, I simply sat down and looked comfortable. That did the trick.
Angels on high
The young minister was tense as he announced a Christmas carol for his
first live-streamed church service. ‘Our next hymn,’ he said, ‘is “Angels We
Have Heard Get High”.’
Miscellaneous observations during the Christmas season…
Putting on weight is the penalty for exceeding the feed limit.
Christmas: The time when everyone gets Santamental.
People say it’s the thought that counts, not the gift, but couldn't people think
a little bigger?
Christmas is the season when your neighbour keeps you awake playing
‘Silent Night’.
You might as well do your Christmas hinting early this year.
Father to three-year old: "No, a reindeer is not a horse with TV antenna.”
Every year, Christmas becomes less a birthday and more a Clearance Sale.
Christmas is in my heart 12 months a year, and thanks to credit cards, it's on
my Visa card statement 12 months a year as well.
Some of these new toys are so creative and inventive. This year they have a
Neurotic Doll. It's wound up already.
Christmas is a time when people get emotional over family ties, particularly if
they have to wear one.
New Year’s Eve is coming soon…
The inventor of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a man carrying an
indignant asthmatic pig under his arm. Unfortunately, the man-made sound
never equalled the purity of the sound achieved by the pig. - Alfred
Hitchcock.
Bring not a bagpipe to a man in trouble. - Jonathan Swift.
Editor: And finally – a true story from one of our
editors:
We were living in Pusan, Korea and attending
services at the local Flying Angel. My wife was typing
out a carol service, and when I proof-read it, I found
that she had entitled the seventh lesson ‘The
Shepherds go to the Manager’.
‘Well,’ I thought. ‘In a way, they did!’
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
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Across
1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)
4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent
to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)
7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark
(Genesis 8:11) (4)
8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)
9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1
Samuel 17:40) (4)
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)
Down
1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
2 Conciliatory
(Titus 3:2) (9)
3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25)
(5)
4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)
5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey
to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20)
(4)
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2
Kings 5:12) (5)
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)
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LAST MONTHS ANSWERS
EASY

MEDIUM
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St James the Least of All
On the best ways for a vicar to disrupt Christmas
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful four-year period when Oliver
Cromwell abolished Christmas; no Christmas parties, no carol services, no
cards to send and no frantic last-minute shopping. That man was a hero.
Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2nd January. By
Easter, the flowers for church have been carefully chosen to be colour
coordinated, and the seating plans and table decorations for the Christmas
party have been allocated (with nominated reserves in case someone should
inconveniently die in the intervening eight months). Long before Summer is
over, the tree lights have been tested, music for the 9 Lessons and Carols
Service has been chosen and the service sheets printed. Way before the
dark nights set in, car parking attendants will have been found, those who are
to light all the candles will have been rehearsed to perfection, and the brass
lectern has had its annual polish.
We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a
service when time for something unexpected had to be allowed, its place
would be announced in the order of service, how long the unexpected thing
would happen for would have been decided by a committee, and who was to
be spontaneous would have been allocated on a rota.
But the one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed
organisers can control is the Rector. You could call it a staff perk.
Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if verse
3 was to be omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. This keeps the organist on
his toes while the choir hovers on the point of a collective nervous
breakdown. At the Christmas supper, my introductory welcome speech and
extensive grace make those in the kitchen wonder if the vegetables being
boiled should better be served as thick soup.
I offer the helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and
decorated in the chancel, may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and I turn
all the heating off throughout the season, explaining that it will help the
flowers to last. All Services will start five minutes early (was my watch rather
fast?) so I can look disapprovingly at those still coming in while we are
singing the first carol and making it clear that I think they had spent too long
in the pub next door.
And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning having
gone yet again slightly awry, with parishioners exhausted and I exhilarated at
the chaos that has been created with such ease. Mr Cromwell, your spirit
lives on.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
40

ADVERTISEMENTS

We now have a number of spaces available for adverts in our Parish
Magazine. Many services are local and relevant to our community.
The current advertisement rates are as follows:
Full page: £160 Half-page: £85
One third page: £60
Quarter-page: £40
Line adverts (Up to 6 lines) £25.
All prices are for one year.
The magazine reaches around 700 households in Sedgefield, Fishburn,
Bishop Middleham and the Trimdons.
Please contact the Parish Office for more details. 01740 620274

FOR SALE
£10 per 20kg bag
Or
6 for £50
Local Delivery Available
CALL 07787 531755
THE MAID BRIGADE
Your local neighbourhood domestic cleaning service.
DBS checked and fully insured.
Weekly, fortnightly and monthly services. Spring cleaning and end of tenancy.

Call Stella 07484 138830
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NEW
CHIROPODY CLINIC
At Sedgefield Physiotherapy
Practice
8 North End, Sedgefield, TS21 3BS

Chiropodist, Julie Lambert
Over 20 Years’ experience

01740 629501
Member, Society
of Chiropodists
& Podiatrists
and
HCPC member

Birthday
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Chris Edmonds & Associates Ltd Sedgefield Dental Practice
3-9 Front Street, (next to Peridot shop) Sedgefield TS21 3AT
Monday & Tuesday 9.00am till 8.00pm
Wednesday 9.00am - 5.00pm - Thursday & Friday 8.15am - 5.15pm
Tel 01740 621040. Out of hours 07894 457639
www.sedgefielddentalpractice.com

FARNLESS FARM SHOP

Bishop Middleham

Bison and Venison for sale - From Joints to Burgers
Open Monday to Sunday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Holiday Cottage Available All Year - Sleeps up to 8 people plus cot
Phone 0191 3771428

TIM GIRVAN
Gas Service, Plumbing & Heating Combi & Condensing Boiler Specialist












Install, Repair & Servicing
Full Central Heating Systems installed
Boiler Replacements/System Upgrades
Gas Safety Checks
LPG/CARAVANS
Power Flushing
Unvented Hot Water Systems
Full Bathroom Suites
En-suites/Showers
Solid fuel. Log burning stoves and Biomass
Oil heating servicing, repairs and installations
Oftec registered no. 36926

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 01429 880663/ 07808 167350
NO JOB TOO SMALL
12 Lonsdale Avenue Trimdon Grange TS29 6EB

timothygirvan@hotmail.co.uk

www.timgirvan.co.uk

229071
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East Durham
Funeral Service Ltd
(Est 1971)
Private Office and Chapel of Rest at Belle Vue House, Trimdon Grange
Independent Family Business
Horse Drawn Hearse & Mercedes Limousine
Catering Service
Monumental Service
Bereavement Counselling

Funeral Director – Philip Maddison

Telephone Trimdon 01429 883777
Belle Vue House, Balmoral Terrace, Trimdon Grange TS29 6ET
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