
   

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
The Remembrance Day Service at 
St Michael's Church War Memorial 
was an extra special occasion for 
one of our village's younger 
residents and his family.  
A note from Cllr. Harvey 
Neve:  ñJames is the little 
boy who impressed us at 
the peace lantern lighting 
in the church for VE day.  
James  didn't have 
anything specific to do 
that night and all the 
focus was on another little 
boy and his family; but he 
was so intently listening 
and watching everything 
that happened. We 
wanted him to have his 
day, so that's why we 
asked him to lay the 
wreath on behalf of the 
community and what a 
great job he did. 
It was wonderful to see 
one of the veterans come 
up afterwards to thank 
him and shake his hand. 
That is what 
remembrance is about, a 
new generation 

understanding and remembering the 
sacrifice. James did us all proud 
and I know his family, who have 
served in the military, were very 
proud as well.ò 

Cllr. Harvey Neve and 
James Heycock laying a 

wreath at the 
Remembrance Day Service 
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WHOLE PARISH INFORMATION 

PRESENTATION TO ROBERT ELDERS. 
Much to his surprise, Robert Elders was recently visited by three of the 
Trustees of Sedgefield Charities. John Hannon, Brian Mutch and Michael 
King presented a limited edition picture of Sedgefield to Robert in 
recognition of 48 years of service and support to the charities as a 
representative of the 
communities of Bradbury and 
Morden. Robert's dedication, 
commitment and wisdom were 
invaluable to the charity trustees 
over the period that he was a 
member. 
This was a well deserved 
recognition of what he has 
contributed; we now wish him a 
happy retirement from this role. 
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St Albanôs 

Church 

Trimdon Grange 

ALL SOULS SERVICE 
November, we remembered those 
we have loved and lost during out All 
Souls Memorial Service.   

JOYCE TEASDALE 
We also sadly lost Joyce Teasdale 
this month.  Joyce was a huge part 
of St Albans Church, especially her 
green fingers; she prided herself on 
her floral displays throughout the 
years.  I am sure those of us who 
knew and remembered Joyce will be 
sending our prayers to her daughter 
Jacqueline and family. 

 

Can we say a huge thank you to Bob 
Murryfield and Clare Darby for taking 
time to maintain the shrubbery 
around St Albans, free of charge. I 
am sure if you have driven past you 
will all notice how wonderful it looks. 

This Christmas we are supporting 
Feeding Families. We have two 
donation boxes in church, and a box 
at Sarahann Campion Properties in 
Trimdon Colliery. We are holding 
raffles to raise funds for Feeding 
Families and St Alban's Church with 
prizes including a PLouise mystery 
box and skincare hamper. Please 
contact Victoria for tickets on 07974 
263738 
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St Catherineôs  
Church 
Fishburn 

Alan Strickland, MP for Newton 
Aycliffe and Spennymoor, was guest 
of honour at the recent celebrations 
which marked the completion of the 
refurbishment of the Hall at St 
Catherineôs, Fishburn. Before cutting 
the ribbon to open the new ramped 
entrance, he recalled the 

congregation which oversaw the 
construction of the wooden church 
over a century ago. Not knowing that 
it would vastly exceed its expected 
lifespan of 75 years, they had saved 
their pennies towards the time when 

it might need replacing. ñThose 
pennies,ò he said, ñturned into the 
pounds which financed the Hallôs 
new entrance, kitchen facilities and 
disabled toilet.ò After this, Bill 

Hodgson led the way up the ramp in 
his chair. In the Hall, villagers and 
people from across the parish of the 
Upper Skerne enjoyed afternoon tea 
served from the new kitchen by Mr 
Strickland, who proved a dab hand 
with a catering-sized teapot, whilst 
also taking time to meet those 
present. 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED AT LAST 
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St Edmundôs 

Church  

Sedgefield 

A BIG THANKYOU TO ALL INVOLVED IN 2024 COFFEE MORNINGS 

St Edmund's Church will be holding 
a short Carol Service at 15:45 on 
Saturday 30th November ahead of 
Sedgefield Town Council's Snow 

Party and Christmas lights switch 
on. This is always a popular event 
so please come along early. 

Three Parish Hall Coffee Mornings along 
with the Shrove Tuesday pancake 
morning have raised a total of just over 
Ã1,200 towards St Edmund's Welcome 
Room kitchen refurbishment. The 
proceeds from these events will more 
than cover the cost of a much needed 
new carpet. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers involved. These pictures are 
of some of the helpers and and 
attendees at the coffee morning held on 
8th November which raised Ã356.40. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TUjPbKvu653DVM&tbnid=ZB8_yDvmsvHTwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fe-group.uk.net%2Fgallery%2Fshowphoto.php%2Fphoto%2F17971%2Fsize%2Fbig&ei=oBIiUdDqBcqh0QXe3YEQ&bvm=bv
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Alex returned to England from his 
home in Kelowna, British Columbia, 
joining the Music Faculty at East 
Durham College. He was appointed 
organist of St. Giles Durham City and 
since 1999 he has held the post of 
organist at St.  Edmund's Sedgefield. 
After 25 years service Alex will be 

returning to his home in Canada on 
9th December after playing his final 
service, a Civic Carol service at St. 
Edmundôs on 5th December. On 
Saturday 7th December he will give a 
solo Farewell Recital in St. Edmund's 
to raise funds for Dementia UK and 
the Parish of the Upper Skerne.  
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SEEDS OF HOPE 
Autumn is here and winter is fast 
approaching, our Seeds of Hope 
group endeavour to get together to 
discuss lots of biblical stories; 

especially Christmas and the birth 
of Jesus Christ. The Seeds of Hope 
group recently met in church along 
with Rev David and discussed all 
about óthe light of lifeô including the 
way Jesus is the light and life of the 
world. The children created lanterns 
and decorated plastic cups, using 
tissue paper and all were given an 
LED tea light to add to their work 
and take them home. A display was 
placed in church with some of the 
decorative lanterns and words used 
with this display were;  ól am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness but will 
have the light of lifeô. They all had 
drinks and snacks afterwards and 
all look forward to meeting again. 
Seeds of Hope group is for children 
of all ages to come along with an 
adult. We do biblical stories/prayers, 
crafts, sing songs and have 
refreshments.  

St Mary 
Magdaleneôs  
Church 

Trimdon Village 

Congratulations to the holder of 

number 25 which was the winner 

for November, in St Mary 

Magdalene's 100 Club. 

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS 
If you would like to give a donation 
for the Christmas flowers either give 
it to Glennis or Suzanne, it is lovely 
to see the church decorated at 
Christmas, with flowers. 
 

CHRISTINGLE 
Our Christingle this year is going to 
be on Saturday 21st December @ 
4pm, which will be a childrenôs 
service, and Seeds of Hope will be 
taking part too: it is open to young 
and old. 



 мл 

We welcome adults to even come 
along, have a coffee as well as join 
in on themed events and theyôre 
welcome to help us.  
This group is held in Church; Last 
Saturday in each month starting at 
4pm   

 
TODDLERS 
The Toddlers had their usual fun and 
play sessions along with storytelling 
and Rev David shared his biblical 
stories along with other childrenôs 
stories. Remembrance Sunday was 
briefly explained to the children; as 
itôs not easy for them to fully 
understand what a war is about. This 
can help encourage them to think 
about those who have served and 
who continue to serve as well as the 
importance of remembrance among 
future generations. It was briefly 
explained to all that a poppy is a 
symbol of remembrance to 
commemorate those who fought in 
the war and sadly died. Some 
children used paints, making lots of 
red fingerprints to represent poppies 
and they created some very artistic 

pieces of work to take home and 
some were put on display in church. 
 We will always continue to ensure 
and teach the children and adults the 
importance of continuing to  
remember those who sacrificed their 
lives for all of us.  
We will always welcome any new 
starters to the group.  
Toddlers with parents /carers/ adults 
is from birth to school age and it is 
held in Trimdon Village Hall;  
Tuesdays 9am -11am (school term 
times)  
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St Michaelôs 

Church 

Bishop Middleham 

OPENING OF BISHOP'S FEN 
Many of us know and love the local 3-
mile walk, a circular ramble along 
Foumart's Lane, past the pond now 
known affectionately as the ñBishop 
Middleham Gapò to the point where 
the Mainsforth Stell joins the River 
Skerne, over the footbridge and then 
following a path with an abundance of 
wildflowers, trees, birds, insects and 
wonderful views over the adjacent 
countryside.  This is my favourite part 

of the walk, and I often stop for a few 
minutes to sit on one of the 
conveniently-placed benches, not 
only for a rest but to take in the 
beauty of the wetland area, with 
water on each side of the path. 
This area is Bishop's Fen, lying 
between Bishop Middleham and 
Hardwick Park, Sedgefield, and it was 
officially opened and blessed recently 
by the Venerable Rick Simpson, 
Archdeacon of Auckland, and the 
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Church of England diocesan lead on 
the environment and climate change.  
Before opening the fen by cutting a 
willow branch, the Archdeacon said 
ñI am honoured to be here today ï 
this is something close to my heart. 
The opening of a new nature reserve 
and a project on this scale is so 
exciting.  I wish Durham Wildlife 
Trust, and everyone involved with 
this fantastic, strategic project, every 
success.ò 
The event marked the end of the 
Discover Brightwater Landscape 
Partnership, launched in 2018 as a 
Ã3.3m project supported by the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund to 
ñrestore, reveal and celebrate life 
around the River Skerneò.  One of 
Discover Brightwater's major 
achievements is the creation of 
Bishopôs Fen, where scrapes and 
channels have been created in the 
pastures.  
Bishopôs Fen is the first part of the 
proposed Great North Fen, which 
will stretch down from Bishop 
Middleham to Preston-le-Skerne, 
near Newton Aycliffe.   The project 
has brought together local 
businesses, landowners, local 
authorities, environmental agencies, 
community groups and wildlife 
organisations, led by  Durham 
Wildlife Trust.  The original plan, 

started in 2018, was that it would 
cover 500 hectares, but Jim Cokill, 
director of Durham Wildlife Trust, 
stated that the project was being 
increased to 850 acres. ñIt will 
probably cost Ã38m, which is an 
enormous amount of money, but it is 
has the potential to generate Ã130m 
of income,ò he explained to those 
assembled at the opening, ñThis 
could come from a variety of 
sources, including environmental 
grants and new approaches to land 
management and the sale of 
environmental credits.ò 
Mr Cokill said the creation of the 
Great North Fen would be an 
important habitat for waterbirds such 
as golden plover and lapwing.  He 
added that, even more importantly, 
would be the restoration of the 
wetland plants such as common 
meadow rue, water crowfoot, water 
plantain, water violet, water 
horsetail, celery-leaved crowfoot, 
sharp-flowered rush, great 
spearwort, and great pond sedge. 
ñIf we create the habitats, species 
will return,ò he said. 
I am grateful to Durham Wildlife 
Trust for their article on which the 
above information is based. 
Janet Deane 
(Photo from Durham Wildlife Trust) 


