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Deadline dates for the following month.
16th March, 13th April, 18th May, 15th June,
17th Aug, 14th Sept, 12th Oct, 16th Nov
TEAM RECTOR
Sadly we need to inform you that Geoff is signed off sick until
21st March with a stress-related issue. Please keep Geoff and
Paula in your prayers during the next couple of months. Please
do not contact him on church business either by phone or e
mail. If you need to raise any matters please contact The Revd.
Elizabeth Bland or the Parish Wardens – Bill Armstrong and
John Burrows. Alternatively you can contact the Parish Office.

EDITOR’S LETTER

Do you ever worry that your past failings mean that God will not accept you
now? We have all done something in the past which we regret. Some of us
will have done many things. Some things not so bad but sometime our
actions are truly awful – things that have caused others great pain. Perhaps
we’ve given our children short shrift, we’ve betrayed our marriage partners,
we’ve been dishonest at work, we’ve been ruthlessly greedy and ambitious perhaps laws end up broken and consequence can be severe or none at all.
Actions are performed no matter what the cost to anyone else. And now the
memory of the wrong we’ve done lingers, and it makes us ashamed. Our
past failings make us very reluctant to turn to God. Why should He forgive
the damage we have done?
If you think this way, then you have a big surprise waiting for you: God isn’t
like that. You haven’t yet encountered His GRACE. God knows all about
you, and most of all He knows you need His help. Jesus said that He came
into the world to reach sinners - to help anyone who turns to Him in true
repentance to find forgiveness, and a new start. God thinks about us all the
time; He says, “I know the thoughts I have toward you...thoughts of peace
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and not evil, thoughts to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) Our
‘victims’, sorry to use such a strong word, but that’s the reality of it, may not
be so quick to forgive. A hurt stranger will have a different approach than a
hurt friend or relative. Likely a cold shoulder at least. One of the
characteristics of God is his omnipresence, the ability to be everywhere at
any time. Be assured, then, that though circumstance may separate us from
our friends and family, no circumstance or distance can separate us from the
heavenly comforter.
You may have yet to discover that you have the ability to change your life by
altering your attitude. It’s your ‘thought life’, not circumstance that determines
your happiness. You don’t even actually have to do anything to turn your self
into a good person. All that God asks of you is that you turn to Jesus in
prayer, and ask Him to forgive you, and to put His Spirit within you. Then
you find His GRACE – which means His loving-kindness, beginning in YOUR
life.
So, does it boil down to being sorry? Yes it does but it’s a bit more
complicated. I can remember writing about repentance a few years ago so I
have copied an excerpt below.
Meaning is important and we should not substitute a profound word with a
trivial one, like using the word ‘sorry’ instead of the bible’s word ‘repent’.
Sorry is an inadequate word, best used to apologise for stepping on
someone’s toe, or my speciality, arriving late. When we confess our sins we
need a stronger word than sorry, one which we can say as a matter of
course, without thinking.
Repentance includes being sorry, but goes deeper; it is not just about what
we say but about what we do. The word literally means ‘to turn around’, to
go in a new direction, to resolve to put things right. That is why in our liturgy
we say, ‘I repent of my sins’ rather than ‘I am sorry for my sins’. Our sincerity
is not just proved by what we say we regret, but our resolve to change it.
Jesus warned of the dire consequences of failing to repent, but his attitude to
repentance was positive. When Jesus was scolded for keeping company
with sinners, he replied, in St. Luke’s Gospel: ‘It is not the healthy who need
a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.’
Repentance opens us to the forgiving love of God. When we admit our sins,
to God and to one another, we repent, we don’t just say sorry. Repentance
leads to reconciliation and a new beginning. That’s why Jesus also said, ‘…
there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
99 righteous persons who have no need to repent.’
Today let God begin to set you free from the past!

Valerie
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VICARS LETTER
NEW SHOOTS

I’m sitting at the dining-room table writing this in a brief sunny lull between
Storm Ciara and Storm Dennis. It’s just over a year since we moved into the
Vicarage at Trimdon Grange, and we’ve grown to love the view over the
valley towards Trimdon Village. The greater spotted woodpecker has
reappeared on the bird-feeder in the last couple of weeks and there’s a
definite sense the birds are getting busier – including the two lost homing
pigeons who’ve adopted us, and who land on the feeder before we’ve
finished putting out the seed!
The garden is looking a bit different from when we moved in: far fewer
brambles, for a start. And more snowdrops – many of them gifts from
friends. When we moved in, there was a sizeable patch of snowdrops in the
north-western corner of the garden. I love to catch sight of these these first
brave blue-green shoots, sometimes appearing through the snow from which
they take their name. It gives a sense of hope that spring is round the
corner. It’s a windy spot here in Trimdon Grange, and we’re still learning
which plants are hardy enough to survive our own particular micro-climate.
I’ve been encouraged in the last few weeks by some other ‘new shoots’. You
might have read in the last magazine about Cross Factor, which has just
started at St Catherine’s Church in Fishburn, once a month at 4pm on a
Sunday afternoon. There were some new recruits at the February service: a
young family who had just caught sight of one of the posters around the
village and decided to pop along. I pray they will be the first of many.
February also saw Children’s Church at St Edmund’s in Sedgefield, where
the question was being asked, “Who built the ark?” There was the most
wonderful array of (healthy!) rainbow-coloured food (kindly donated by the
Co-op); all sorts of craft activities related to the inhabitants of the ark; singing;
interactive story-telling; and the piece de resistance, a splendid cardboard
ark in the south transept, complete with a gangplank (which actually went up
and down), windows (for letting out the raven and the dove), and a rainbow.
It was a wonderful piece of teamwork. In Trimdon, Seeds of Hope are
getting back into the swing of things. Parents and grandparents were
pleased to hear about the new, shorter, Prayer and Praise service; and we’re
hoping that our young people in Trimdon will increasingly become involved in
helping to lead parts of that service. The focus in Bishop Middleham this
year has shifted towards food, which is all very biblical, given how many of
Jesus’ best conversations took place over a meal: I hope you’re all putting
your contributions in for the Parish Recipe Book!
Please do pray for these new shoots in our own little corner of God’s
Kingdom, here in the Upper Skerne: pray that they will be safe from any icy
blasts; that they will be encouraged by the sunshine of God’s love shining
through us, His children; that they will be watered with kindness and
generosity of spirit; and nourished by God’s gentle wisdom.
With love, Elizabeth
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WHOLE PARISH INFORMATION

.
BOOKING BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS
To enquire about baptisms and weddings, please come along to our vestry
hour, from 5.30pm -6.30pm on Wednesdays. This will alternate between St
Edmund’s in Sedgefield and St Mary Magdalene’s in Trimdon Village. The
second Wednesday of the month at Sedgefield and the fourth Wednesday
at Trimdon.
RE LAUNCHING LOTUS GROUP
A few years ago we had a Ladies group called “Ladies of the Upper
Skerne”. It would be nice if we could rekindle an old flame and start it up
again, if anyone is interested can you contact Suzanne on 01429882250 or
07435567624. Over the time we were together we had a few speakers,
some social nights and also did some fundraising.
CALLING ALL BAKERS!
In 2020, we are intending to make a Parish of The Upper Skerne recipe
book.
This will include any tea time treats – cakes, bakes, biscuits, pies, muffins
and more.
There will be a box at the back of each church to drop in your ideas, with a
suggested format for your recipe, or if you prefer please email your recipe to
recipe4upperskerne@talktalk.net Which of your family favourites will you
share?
The book will be sold across the locality later in the year. Proceeds will be
given to each church.
The closing date for recipes is the end of April.
SEDGEFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
On Thursday 18th June we are having a trip to Cragside in Northumberland.
Cragside was one of the first house in the world to be lit by hydroelectricity,
and the place were modern living began. It is the home to Lord William and
Margret Armstrong
If you are not National Trust members it will cost you £16.80 to go into the
house and gardens. The coach fare is £20 and we will be leaving the Parish
Hall at 9am. If you would like to put your names down, with a deposit of £5
please phone Suzanne on 07435567624 or 01429882250.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
The World Day of Prayer Service will take place in St. Edmund’s Church
( Welcome Room) on Friday 6th March at 2pm.
The service this year has been prepared by the Christian Women of
Zimbabwe.
Do join us for what is always a lovely service.
CROSS FACTOR
Learning about Jesus – with pizza, cake and biscuits!
Organisers of a new-style, upbeat Sunday afternoon service at St
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Catherine’s Church, Fishburn, which includes singing, dancing, craftwork and
refreshments, say that the launch venture proved ‘a great success’.
‘Cross Factor’ offers a relaxed, upbeat style of worship in which young
people not only enjoy interesting activities but also listen to specially-written
stories about Jesus.
Local residents of all ages and denominations - as well as those who have no
faith at all - are welcome to attend and share refreshments at the end of the
afternoon.
The venture was launched in early January and proved such a success that it
will now become a regular event at 4pm on the first Sunday of each month.
One supporter said this week: “It was very different, really exciting and great
fun. The pizza, cakes and biscuits we enjoyed at the tea afterwards were an
added bonus.”
Further information about ‘Cross Factor’ can be obtained from Phillipa on
01740 622688 or Elizabeth on 01429 883151.
SCOUTS AND GUIDES WILL BENEFIT FROM SEDGEFIELD CHRISTMAS
TREE FESTIVAL
Organisers of this year’s Sedgefield Christmas Trees Festival say that local
Scouts and Guides will benefit from the increasingly popular event in St
Edmund’s Church.
Though the festive season is still ten months away and many details of the
festival have yet to be finalised, the planning team is already being asked to
reserve space for a tree by local businesses and organisations.
“We knew the festival was very popular but didn’t think for one minute that
requests for trees would arrive as early as this,” said co-chairman Brian
Mutch this week.
St Edmund’s will house as many as 43 trees ranging in size from four feet to
six feet which can be sponsored for prices ranging from £20 to £25.
Joint chairman Michael King added: “All the indications are that this year’s
festival will be bigger and better than our two previous festivals which were
praised by visitors all over the North East and further afield”.
The festival will again include musical performances of various kinds by
several local music groups
Organisers say that profits from the festival will be shared between the
church and the scouts and guides and hope that some of the donation will be
made available to benefit younger age groups in the movement.
Further information is available from Michael on 01740 620910 or Brian on
01740 622302.

LENT COURSE
Lent Course at the Methodist Church on
5th, 12th, 26th March and 2nd April, led
by Rev Chris Humble. At 7.00pm
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READINGS
Sunday 1 March
The First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5.12-19
Matthew 4.1-11
Sunday 8 March
The Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12.1-4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4.1-5,13-17
John 3.1-17
Sunday 15 March
The Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17.1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5.1-11
John 4.5-42

Sunday 22 March
Mothering Sunday
Exodus 2.1-10 or 1 Samuel 1.20-28
Psalm 34.11-20 or Psalm 127.1-4
2 Corinthians 1.3-7 or Colossians
3.12-17
Luke 2.33-35 or John 19.25-27
Sunday 29 March
The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel 37.1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8.6-11
John 11.1-45

8

PRAYERS AND POEMS
I will carry you gently
(I will be your Cross)
I watch a mother carrying her baby.
The Child is tired and hungry.
I whisper
I will carry you gently.
I see a young child
Being lectured to by His mother.
I whisper
I will carry you gently.

Saul and David
Saul had the crown but not the
anointing.
The Lord had chosen David as king,
Through disobedience Saul lost his
throne,
And a new dynasty was soon to begin.
Saul hunted David throughout the land,
But his plans to kill him came to nought,
Driven on by a jealous rage,
Knowing that his time was short.

I see a young Man
Teaching and laughing with His friends. Saul and Jonathan were killed in battle.
I whisper
The reign of another was soon to start,
I will carry you gently.
A new king was now to wear the crown,
David – a man after God’s own heart.
I see a young Man looking
By Megan Carter
Older than His years,
Hunger for God
No longer laughing
But with His face set towards
Forty days of prayer and fasting
Jerusalem.
Forty days of hunger and thirst;
A week later
Forty days to put self behind us
I kept my promise,
Forty days in Jesus immersed!
I did carry Him gently.
In this Lenten time we hunger for God
Come to know that Jesus comes first.
I was His Cross.
May our hunger not be for manna
BY R.M. Whitehead
May we thirst, instead, to be blessed.
Prayer for help and healing
May our hunger be for justice –
Father,
Justice for the poor and oppressed.
You are always loving, always
In this Lenten time we hunger for God
generous and kind to your children.
Come to know that Jesus knows best.
Please have mercy on us in these times
of turmoil and division.
May we come through Lent’s forty trials
Help us to be tolerant and
To a truly God-centred place!
understanding of those who have
May we cease obsession with mirrors
different, sincerely-held opinions.
Come to look, instead, on Your face
And guide our leaders so that your will In this Lenten time we hunger for God
be done in our country and in our
May we all encounter Your grace.
relationships with each other and with
Europe and the rest of the world.
(Tune, Picardy (Let all mortal flesh
Lord, have mercy on us, forgive us and keeps silence.))
heal us. In Jesus name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
By Nigel Beeton
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WEEKLY PARISH SERVICES AT A GLANCE
EVERY SUNDAY
St Edmund’s (fortnightly) 8.00am Eucharist /Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Catherine’s (fortnightly) 10.00am Eucharist /Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Edmund’s 10.00am Eucharist /Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Michael’s 10.00am Eucharist / Holy Comm (by ext)/ Morning Prayer
St Mary Magdalene’s 10.00m Sunday Service
St Alban’s (fortnightly) 11.30am Eucharist / Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Mary Magdalene’s 6.00pm Meditation
EVERY MONDAY
St Edmund’s 8.30 am Morning Prayer
EVERY TUESDAY
St Alban’s 8.30 am Morning Prayer
St Mary Magdalene’s 6.00pm Eucharist (first Tuesday of the month – healing service)
EVERY WEDNESDAY
St Mary Magdalene’s 8.30 am Morning Prayer
St Edmund’s 10.00am Eucharist
St Alban’s (3rd Wed of the month only) 11.00am Morning Worship
St Catherine’s Weekly 6.00pm Village Prayers.
EVERY THURSDAY
St Michael’s 9.30 am Morning Prayer
St Michael’s 10.00am Eucharist
EVERY SATURDAY
St Catherine’s 8.30 am Morning Prayer

SERVICES AT THE OTHER CHURCHES IN THE PARISH
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
ST WILLIAMS R C CHURCH - Trimdon Village
Sundays: Holy Mass 9.15 am
Weekdays (Mon-Sat): Holy Mass/ Eucharistic Service10.00 am
Mondays: Rosary 7.00 pm
ST JOHN FISHER & ST THOMAS MORE – Sedgefield
Sundays: Holy Mass 10.45 am.
Weekdays (Mon-Fri): Holy Mass/ Eucharistic Service 9.45am
Thursdays: Holy Hour 7.00 pm
METHODIST CHURCHES
TRIMDON STATION Prospect Place
Sundays: 3.00pm
Ladies’ Fellowship – every second Monday 2pm
SEDGEFIELD
Sunday 10.00am (Juniors -10.00am)
Wives & Friends – alternate Mondays, 8.00pm
Women’s Fellowship Tuesdays 7.15pm
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PARISH SERVICES FOR MARCH 2020
SUNDAY 1st MARCH 2020
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
10.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Martin King)
10.00 am Prayer and Praise St Catherine’s
10.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Michael’s (Bill Armstrong)
10.00 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
6.00 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 8th MARCH 2020
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
10.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Edmund’s (Michael King)
10.00 am Prayer & Praise St Catherine’s
10.00 am Eucharist St Michael’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
10.00 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
6.00 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 15th MARCH 2020
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
10.00am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
10.00 am Prayer and Praise St Catherine’s
10.00 am Eucharist St Michael’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10.00 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Martin King)
6.00 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 22nd MARCH 2020
MOTHERING SUNDAY
10.00 am Mother’s Day Service St Edmund’s (Michael King)
10.00 am Eucharist St Catherine’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10.00 am Prayer & Praise St Michael’s (Bill Armstrong)
10.00 am Prayer and Praise St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. E Bland)
11.30 am Eucharist St Alban’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
6.00 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
SUNDAY 29th MARCH 2020
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
10.00 am TEAM EUCHARIST St Michael’s Church, Bishop Middleham
6.00 pm Meditation St Mary Magdalene’s
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St Alban’s Church
Trimdon Grange
NEWS AND EVENTS

ST ALBAN’S LUNCHEON CLUB
If anyone from the Trimdon Grange, Village or Station would like to come
along to the Luncheon Club at St Alban’s, Trimdon Grange on Wednesdays
please contact Irene Grint on 01429 880366. The session lasts from
10.25am – 1.25pm; a bus can pick you up & drop you back home.
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St Catherine’s Church
Fishburn
NEWS AND EVENTS
FLOWERS
NO FLOWERS DURING LENT
Donations for Easter would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you to all those who donated flowers or money for flowers during last
month, your contributions are greatly appreciated.
If anyone would like to donate flowers to be put in the church in memory of a
loved one or to mark a special occasion, either as a one off, monthly or annually, please speak to Margaret Mason 620261.
VILLAGE PRAYERS WEDNESDAY @ 6PM
Every week a small group of people pray for the community of Fishburn. To
request a prayer please ring Phillipa on 01740 622788. If you would like to
join us, you will be very welcome.
CAFE
St Catherine’s holds an informal drop-in café on most Fridays in the church
hall between 9.30am and 12 noon.
CROSS FACTOR
The next Cross Factor will be at St Catherine’s Church
on Sunday, March 1st at 4pm. This will be a real celebration. Jesus’s first miracle was at a wedding in Cana
and we shall be having a party of our own. Singing and
dancing, doing an activity together and getting to know each other plus the
tea afterwards is a great way for families to come together to church and
enjoy learning about Jesus.
To help with catering, please ring Phillipa on 01740 622688 to let us know
you are hoping to come. If you forget, just turn up, we will always have spare
food to enjoy.
There will be no Cross factor in April, the next Cross Factor will take place
on Sunday May 3rd.
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St Edmund’s Church
Sedgefield
NEWS AND EVENTS
SEDGEFIELD WI
4th March. Iain Anderson. "History of the National Garden Scheme"
also Fair Trade fortnight
The Sedgefield WI meets on the first Wednesday of each month in the Parish
Hall. Meetings begin at 7.15pm and visitors are always welcome. (Entrance
fee £3.50 – includes refreshments).
SEDGEFIELD FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
Monday 16th March. Our speaker is Lynn Lamport and the title of her talk is
"Old Stockton Part 2".
Sedgefield Family History Group meet at the Methodist Church Hall at
Sedgefield at 7.15pm.
Further details www.sedgefieldfamilyhistory.org.uk
Visitors always welcome at our meetings.
SEDGEFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
2nd March. History of Mining in the Northeast of England by Peter Sager.
Meetings at Ceddesfeld Hall, Sedgefield on every first Monday of the month
at 7.45pm.
HOMEBRYTH HOUSE EUCHARIST
There will be Communion Service at 11.00am on Thursday 5th March.
ONE STEP FORWARD
Every Thursday, 3.00pm until 5.00pm there will be a weekly drop-in support
group in the Welcome Room for anyone needing to talk about their
bereavement. Trained listeners will be present. We offer mutual support for
those who have lost someone close to them. All welcome, of all faiths and
none. If you know of anyone who might need support from the group, please
ask them to get in touch.
For further details, please contact Sue Archer on 07779 093386.
FERRYHILL, SEDGEFIELD & DISTRICT FLOWER CLUB
17 March. Sue Waring - The Art of Simplicity.
Members-Free, Non members - £5.
All meetings are held in the Main Hall, Parish Hall Sedgefield at 7.30pm.
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TEASHOP OWNERS THANKED FOR CHURCH-CONSERVATION SUPPORT
Sedgefield tea shop owners Philip and Lynn Toshach have had their efforts
to help safeguard the future of the town’s historic church recognised by the
Friends of Saint Edmund’s.
The couple sold more Friends’ calendars and Christmas cards from their café
and restaurant in The Square than anyone else in the town.
Income from the sales will be used to support conservation work on the fabric
of the centuries-old church, parts of which are now in urgent need of repair.
This week, Philip (left) and Lynn (centre) were presented with a floral
bouquet by Friends’ membership secretary Brian Mutch (right).
He told the couple: “We are extremely grateful for all your hard work and to
all the people who supported us by buying so many of our 2020 calendars
and cards. You have done a wonderful job”.
The Calendars will still be available from the shop, as well as the church, for
the next few months.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
The World Day of Prayer Service will take place in St. Edmund’s Church
( Welcome Room) on Friday 6th March at 2pm.
The service this year has been prepared by the Christian Women of
Zimbabwe.
Do join us for what is always a lovely service.
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GROUPS MERGE TO SAFEGUARD SEDGEFIELD’S ANCIENT CHURCH
Two organisations dedicated to preserving and developing Sedgefield’s
ancient parish church are to amalgamate so they are ‘better able to face the
great challenges that lie ahead”.
In a joint statement, the Friends of St Edmund’s and the church’s Inspired
Futures development project team say the move will be in the best interests
of both those who want to ensure that the 900-year-old building is preserved
for future generations as well as those who’d like to see greater use made of
its facilities by present-day community groups.
Dr Alistair Irvine, chairman of the Friends, and Mr Brian Mutch, who chairs
the Inspired Futures group, say that the amalgamation is ‘an obvious step
since the two committees already work closely together and have many of
the same people in their leadership teams’.
The primary role of the Friends of St Edmund’s is to preserve the fabric of the
building. In the past 20 years, group members have raised over £160,000 for
preservation work and improvements to both the interior and exterior of the
church.
The Inspired Futures team was formed three years ago in response to a
Diocesan-inspired initiative devised to safeguard ancient buildings and make
them more readily available for wider community use. Its members are
currently working with Sedgefield Local History Society to establish a local
heritage centre in the North transept at St Edmund’s.
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St Mary Magdalene Church
Trimdon Village
REGULAR SERVICES & ACTIVITIES
SERVICES
Sunday Service
Sunday
10.00 am in church
Said Eucharist
Tuesday
6.00 pm in church
Healing Service
1st Tuesday in month
6.00 pm in church
Care Home Communion
Every 4 weeks
Craigarran Nursing Home
CHILDREN
Seeds of Hope
Last Saturday in month
4.00 pm in church
Baptisms
2nd Sunday in the month
12.00 am in church
FOODBANK COLLECTIONS
In date non-perishable food On-going
Yellow bin in church
MAINTENANCE
Church building/Churchyard/East Cemetery
Thursdays 1.30 pm - 4.00 pm
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
Group Meetings
1st Tuesday in month
7.00 pm - 8.00 pm
100 CLUB
February
64
NEWS

KYNREN 2020
The most spectacular show and it’s on our doorstep!! If you haven’t
experienced it yet – or even if you have – you might be interested in a coach
trip to the event I’m planning this summer. The date would probably be
Saturday August 15th and the cost of the ticket would be £27-£30 plus coach
fare – subject to sufficient interest.
You will journey through 2000
years of history, myth and
legend. This is the UK’s must
see spectacular outdoor live
action show, performed by a
cast of people and animals,
and set outside on the Eleven
Arches
site
in
Bishop
Auckland.
Please
contact
Suzanne
Hopper
on
either
07435567624
or
01429
882250 by Saturday 14th
March.
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What’s on at Trimdon Village Hall
Monday
Tuesday

9.00 – 11.00
1.30 - 3.30
2.00 – 4.00
5.00 - 6.00
Wednesday 10.00
10.00 – 1.00
5.30 – 7.00
7.15 – 9.45
Thursday 10.00 – 12.30
1.00 – 3.00
Friday
1.00 - 2.00
2.00 – 3.00
Saturday
Sunday
9.00 – 2.00
2.30 – onwards

Youth Activity - Starting soon
Parents & Toddlers *
Craft & Chat *
Foodbank
Weight Watchers
Walk 4 Life
CAB.19/2, 4/3,18/3, 1/4
Street Dance DILI *
Dog Club Ring Craft
Over 60 s Projects (Inc lunch)
Painting for Pleasure
Gentle Exercise
Kurling Club
Available for party bookings
CS Dance Academy *
Available for bookings

* Run Term Time only

Various courses and activities are booked throughout the year. To keep up
to date with our ad hoc what’s on, please visit a social media platform or
website. Trimdon Village Hall is available for all hall bookings, parties, funerals, christenings, conferences and more.
Trimdon Village Hall, Hallgarth Road, Trimdon Village, TS29 6JX
Tel 01429 881948 Mobile 07864992914 www.trimdonvillagehall.co.uk
Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Trimdonvillagehall/
Email trimdonvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
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St Patrick’s Day Folk Night
With

SKERNE
Tuesday
March 17th 2020
8.00 pm

Trimdon Community College
Ticket £12
A Night of Music & Fun with Pie & Pea Supper
Tickets from Suzanne Hopper, Lesley Tate, Peter Brookes
Proceeds to Pancreatic Cancer & Macmillan
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St Michael’s Church
Bishop Middleham

NEWS AND EVENTS
CHURCH CLEANING AND CHURCHYARD TIDYING
This appeal for help has been included in the magazine for many months
now and, as it has not as yet resulted in anyone getting in touch I shall leave
it out for a while after this issue. We are, of course, very grateful to any kind
folk who have sometimes quietly carried out tasks such as weeding and
trimming, but if you enjoy doing this please let us have your name and phone
number so that we can thank you properly and perhaps invite you to help us
again if we have extra jobs which need doing. Our small band of voluntary
cleaners and churchyard workers is always very happy to receive offers of
help. It doesn't have to be a regular commitment: if you are willing to be a
'reserve' cleaner to help just occasionally when one of the regular cleaners is
ill or away, please let us know. We clean in teams of at least 2, so you won't
have to do anything on your own. If you ring me (Janet) on 01740 656391 I'll
make sure that your message gets to the appropriate people.
SOME CHANGES IN THE CHURCHYARD
Recent visitors may have noticed a couple of changes near the wall between
the churchyard and the Hall. The horse chestnut tree has been felled and
the cherry tree puned by 20%. 2 sorbus trees have been planted nearby,
and dead wood hanging over the path has been removed from the weeping
ash in front of the church.
BALM: (Bereavement And Loss Meetings)
The next BALM meeting will be on Wednesday March 4th from 7 to 8.30 pm
in Bishop Middleham Village Hall. No appointment is needed, but if you
would like to find out more or talk about a problem please ring Janet Deane
on 01740 656391 or email janetgraham456@btinternet.com. We can also
sometimes offer individual daytime sessions at St Michael's Church. Contact
details for arranging an appointment are as above.
BISHOP MIDDLEHAM LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
The next meeting of Bishop Middleham Local History Society will be held in
the Village Hall at 7 pm on Friday 13th March, when Stuart Anderson will
give a talk entitled “Conscientious Objectors' Tribunals, WW2.” All are
welcome.
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EASTER CARDS – NOT A BUNNY IN SIGHT!
I wonder what you'd consider your favourite images for Easter cards?
Perhaps chocolate eggs elaborately decorated with ribbons, or chicks
emerging from their shells, come to mind; or a tasteful still life painting of a
vase of beautiful spring flowers; or a field full of gambolling lambs or
bunnies hopping about in the sunshine? These are all fine, but the
children of St Michael's School had other ideas when they were invited to
design this year's Easter cards for Sedgefield Area Churches Together
(SACT) and it was suggested that they might like to illustrate the true story
of Easter. A competition was held in the school and 2 pictures were
chosen from each class to make up a short-list, which members of SACT
then narrowed down to the final 2. This was not an easy task, and we were
impressed by the creativity and artistic skills of the young artists as well as
their understanding of the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus.
The cards will be professionally produced and on sale at 50p each in all our
local churches of all denominations in good time for Easter. It will be a
fairly limited print, so please buy some before supplies run out!
MOTHERING SUNDAY PRAYER AND PRAISE SERVICE
The Prayer and Praise service on March 22nd will be our 3rd this year and
will be extra special because it is on Mothering Sunday. Like our previous
Prayer and Praise services it will be a non-Eucharistic family service for all
ages and everyone is welcome. As usual there will be an opportunity for
catching up with friends over coffee and biscuits after the service.
2020, THE YEAR OF FOOD AND FEEDING
Following the success of the Year of the Sheep, we at St Michael's are
declaring 2020 The Year of Food and Feeding.
Events or activities will include food to bless others with hospitality and to
help develop community cohesion and all age engagement.
These activities will include:
A cake in a mug activity kit, on sale now at the Post Office;
A Parish baking recipe book already launched among the parish churches;
The St Michael's Church Summer Fête will be part farmers’ market ;
We will have a harvest lunch after our Harvest Festival;
Our intention is to organise a curry night in the village hall, subject to their
kitchen renovation plans;
Continued involvement in the village Horticultural Show after last year’s
sheep successes;
Food related events at church (For instance, we served soup at the
successful Christmas Wreath making in December which was held in
church, high teas at the well-attended Songs of Praise and a bring and
share supper at our ever-popular ceilidh);
Please note that we have a permanent food-bank yellow bin in church and
links with the local area food-banks. Please drop any donations off to us;
More activities will develop as the year goes on.
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HYMN OF THE MONTH: WHEN GOD ALMIGHTY CAME TO EARTH
It's possible that you might not recognise the title of this hymn, but its tune, 'O
Waly Waly' will be familiar to the St Michael's congregation, as it is a
Somerset folk tune which is also sung to 'An upper room did our Lord
prepare.' At St Luke's, Ferryhill, it is also sung to 'When I survey the
wondrous cross' in preference to 'Rockingham', the tune usually sung.
'O Waly Waly' was one of the many folk tunes collected by Cecil Sharp (18591924), who is often referred to as the founding father of the English folk-song
revival. A teacher and composer of music, he had a particular interest in folk
music and gathered thousands of traditional songs and dance tunes from
rural England and also the Southern Appalachians region of the USA.
When God Almighty came to earth
He took the pain of Jesus’ birth,
He took the flight of refugee,
And whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
When God Almighty went to work,
Carpenter’s sweat he did not shirk,
Profit and loss he did not flee,
But whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
When God Almighty walked the street,
The critic’s curse he had to meet,
The cynic’s smile he had to see,
And whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
When God Almighty met the folk,
Of peace and truth he gladly spoke
To set the slave and tyrant free,
And whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
Cecil Sharp (1859-1924)
When God Almighty took his place
To save the fallen human race,
He took it boldly on a tree,
And whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
When God Almighty comes again,
He’ll meet us incognito as then;
And though no words may voice his plea,
He’ll whisper, “Are you following me?”
The words we sing were written to fit the tune by
John Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958).
There are various other examples of their work in
our hymn-book, including “A Touching Place”, “We
cannot measure” and “Will you come and follow
me”, which are all based on Scottish songs. John
Bell is a Church of Scotland minister and member
of the Iona Community. A well-known hymn-writer,
broadcaster, and international lecturer, he is
particularly concerned with congregational worship
at grass-roots level.
John Bell (b.1949)
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NEWS
Church of England launches
energy rating tool for churches as Synod considers new ‘net
zero’
The Church of England is launching
an energy rating system similar to
those
used
for
household
appliances.
The aim is to help
monitor the carbon footprint of its
almost 40,000 buildings, as General
Synod has recently voted on a
major new proposal to reach ‘net
zero’ CO2 emissions.
The hope is for all parts of
England, from parishes to national
bodies, to aim for ambitious year-on
-year reductions in emissions to
reach ‘net zero’ by 2045 at the
latest.
In a first step, parishes are being
offered a new tool, which calculated
their energy consumption. It will take
into account factors including the
type of power they use, whether
they are on ‘green’ tariffs, the size of
the building and usage.
The Bishop of Salisbury, Nicholas
Holtam,
the
Church
of
England’s
lead
bishop
for
Environmental Affairs, said: “The
Church
of
England has buildings in every
architectural
style
and
material from the past 1,500
years,
posing
some
unique
challenges when it comes to energy
efficiency.
“However,
churches
are
not museums; they are living
buildings
which
serve
their
communities
every
day
of
the
week,
and
being
greener isn’t about doing less, it’s

about equipping parishes to get
smarter about energy consumption.
“Christians
are
called to safeguard God’s creation
and sustain and renew the life of the
earth. Faced with the reality of
catastrophic climate change, which
will affect the
world’s most
vulnerable
people
the
soonest,
radical
and
immediate action is our
only option.”
A paper sent to Synod members
before February’s General Synod
also outlined the potential impacts
of climate change directly affecting
the Church. It warned parishes that,
as impacts start to accelerate,
more churches will need to be
prepared to be play missional roles
in
their
communities,
including offering sanctuary in
extreme weather events, as was
seen at the church of St
Cuthbert,
Fishlake,
following flooding of the River Don
last year.
Fabric grant funding made easier
for churches
Changes have been announced
making it easier for parishes to apply
for funding to support fabric repairs.
The Church of England, working
with the Wolfson Foundation and
the National Churches Trust (NCT),
has announced that during 2020
administration of the Wolfson
Foundation funds for fabric repairs
of churches will move from the
Cathedral & Church Buildings
Division of the Church of England to
the
National
Churches Trust.
(The Wolfson Fabric Repairs grants
programme supports fabric repairs
for Grade I and II*, A and B+ listed
Anglican
church
buildings
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throughout the United Kingdom.
£400,000 per year is awarded to
projects, including urgent roof
repairs, improving rainwater goods,
drainage works, and wall repairs. In
2019, awards were given to 79
parishes.)
The move to the National Churches
Trust will result in a simplified
funding application process for
fabric repairs. Parishes will be able
to submit one application form and
be considered for up to two fabric
repair grants. This will reduce form
filling for the parishes. There will
also only be one reporting and
claims process for the two grants,
again reducing the burden of
paperwork
on
parishes.
Civil Partnerships for opposite-sex
couples
Following the recent change in the
law to extend civil partnerships to
opposite-sex couples, the House of
Bishops has agreed a pastoral
statement. It is as follows:
1. In December 2005 the Civil
Partnership Act came into force. For
the first time it created a new
institution that was not marriage,
enabling two people of the same sex
to acquire a new legal status by
registering a civil partnership with
each other. The House of Bishops
prepared a statement in July 2005 to
help the Church as it addressed the
pastoral and other implications of the
new legislation.
2. At the time, Civil Partnerships were
possible only for couples of the same
sex. The government of the day had
no intention of introducing same sex
marriage, and so civil partnerships
were offered as a complementary but
distinct institution.
3. However, things changed with the
introduction of same sex marriage by

the Coalition government in 2013.
This, for the first time, meant that a
substantive gap emerged between
the Church’s understanding of
marriage and that of the State. The
House of Bishops has issued
separate guidance on same sex
marriage (2014).
4. In June 2018, the Supreme Court
ruled that the retention in law of Civil
Partnerships solely for same-sex
couples was incompatible with the
Human Rights Convention. HMG has
chosen to respond to this by making
provision for Civil Partnerships to be
opened to opposite sex couples.
5. HMG supported a Private
Member’s
Bill
which
included
provision for the Civil Partnership Act
2004 to be amended.
The Bill
received Royal Assent on 26th March
2019,
becoming
the
Civil
Partnerships, Marriages and Deaths
(Registration Etc.) Act 2019.
6. The House of Bishops is therefore
issuing this new Pastoral Statement
on Civil Partnerships to reflect the
fact that Civil Partnerships are now
open to both same sex and oppositesex couples.
7. It has always been the position of
the Church of England that marriage
is a creation ordinance, a gift of God
in creation and a means of His grace.
Marriage, defined as a faithful,
committed, permanent and legally
sanctioned relationship between a
man and a woman making a public
commitment to each other, is central
to the stability and health of human
society. We believe that it continues
to provide the best context for the
raising of children, although it is not
the only context that can be of benefit
to children, especially where the
alternative may be long periods in
institutional care.
8. The Church of England’s teaching
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is classically summarised in The
Book of Common Prayer, where the
marriage service lists the causes for
which marriage was ordained,
namely: ‘for the procreation of
children, …for a remedy against sin
[and]…. for the mutual society, help,
and comfort that the one ought to
have of the other.’
9. In the light of this understanding
the Church of England teaches that
“sexual intercourse, as an expression
of faithful intimacy, property belongs
within
marriage
exclusively" (Marriage: a teaching
document of the House of Bishops,
1999). Sexual relationships outside
heterosexual marriage are regarded
as falling short of God’s purposes for
human beings.
10. The introduction of same sex
marriage, through the Marriage
(Same Sex Couples) Act 2013, has
not changed the church’s teaching on
marriage or same sex relationships. A
major study of this and other areas of
human sexuality is underway (the
Living in Love and Faith project). This
work, which is expected to be
completed in 2020, will then inform
further deliberations of the House of
Bishops. In the context, however, of
the introduction of opposite sex as
well as same sex civil partnerships,
the teaching of the church on
marriage remains unchanged.
C of E National Investing Bodies
join UN-convened Net-Zero Asset
Owner Alliance
At the recent meeting in Davos, the
Church of England’s three National
Investing
Bodies
(NIBS)
representing over £12 billion in
assets under management, joined
the United Nations-convened NetZero Asset Owner Alliance. Now 18-

strong, the new membership has
collective assets under management
of over US$4.3 trillion.
The Alliance has finalised its
objectives for 2020. It will focus on
three core areas: advancing its
measurement and public reporting;
engaging with portfolio companies
on a net-zero target; and engaging
policymakers
towards
policies
supportive of net-zero economy
ambitions.
The Church of England National
Investing Bodies comprise the
Church Commissioners for England,
the Church of England Pensions
Board and CBF Church of England
Funds.
Andrew Brown, Chief Executive,
Church Commissioners for England,
said: “Climate change is the
challenge of our age. The 2020s are
the decade in which we need to
make decisive progress, both halting
the growth in global GHG emissions
and setting the world on course to
achieve the goals of the Paris
Agreement.”
Major
expansion
of
science
education planned for ministry
training
Grants to provide opportunities to
learn about cutting-edge science for
people training for the priesthood in
the Church of England are to be
made available as part of a £3.4
million project aimed at transforming
the relationship between science
and faith.
Theological colleges and courses
will be encouraged to bid for funds
to help integrate discussion on
science-related
subjects
into
existing theological studies in the
latest phase of the Equipping
Christian Leadership in an Age of
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Science
(ECLAS)
project.
Organisers hope that up to half of all
people training for ordained ministry
will eventually benefit from sessions
where they have an opportunity to
discuss topics such as Artificial
Intelligence and the questions it
raises for society.
This will be
funded by the project, run by the
Universities of Durham and York in
partnership with the Church of
England.
Under the plans, the project will also
provide more conferences for senior
church leaders and clergy on areas
of scientific interest.
The Bishop of Kingston, Richard
Cheetham, said: “This project has
transformative potential. I can see it
contributing to the shaping of a
future generation of church leaders
who enjoy science and are unafraid
of complexity, fully prepared to
engage in conversation with the
pressing questions raised by cutting
edge
research.”
Bishop sets out to change inquest
law to expose scale of gambling
role in suicide
The Bishop of St Albans, Dr Alan
Smith, has set out to change the law
on inquests to help reveal the full
extent of the link between gambling
and suicide for the first time.
Bishop Alan, who has played a
leading role in a series of highprofile efforts to limit gamblingrelated harms, wants coroners to
record gambling addiction among
the
circumstances
in
which
someone has taken their own life.
He has introduced a Private
Members’ Bill to the House of Lords
which would make a simple change
to the coroners’ rules requiring them
to consider whether gambling

addiction has been a factor.
The information the change would
reveal could “shock policy makers
from their complacency”, he said.
The Coroners (Determination of
Suicide) Bill 2020, received its first
reading in the House of Lords in mid
-January.
Bishop Alan said: “I have introduced
this
common-sense
piece
of
legislation so the Government can
begin to get a handle on the
consequences of gambling-related
harm.
“I have met far too many families
whose lives have been destroyed by
the loss of a loved one, often young
adults who have their entire lives
ahead
of
them.
“As there is no accurate, up-to-date,
data linking gambling with suicide,
their desire to get the Government
to take action has often been
stymied.
“This Bill would change that. For the
first time we would have annually
available, accurate records showing
gambling as a cause in every
suicide
in
the
country.
“I expect the first data-set will shock
policy
makers
from
their
complacency.
“Campaigners estimate two suicides
every working day of the year are
linked to gambling, while the
Government and the industry cites
lack of data as a reason for making
slow progress in reducing harm.”
Bishop welcomes credit card
gambling ban
The Bishop of St Albans, Dr Alan
Smith,
has
welcomed
an
announcement from the Gambling
Commission that consumers will no
longer be able to use credit cards to
gamble from April 2020.
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“This marks a significant step in
progressive policy-making, reducing
the risks to gamblers," he said. For
too long people have been
vulnerable through gambling with
money they don’t have, using credit
cards, additionally incurring the
costs of borrowing alongside any
losses.
“I have been calling for this change
as
consultation
turned
into
consultation, while gamblers were
facing the consequences of delay.
“Putting down a Private Member's
Bill in the last Parliament seemed
like the last option and I was
delighted
when
both
the
Government and Labour pledged to
deliver a ban on credit card
gambling.
“However, this is no more than a
tweak to gambling legislation and
regulation. Fundamental reform is
needed if we are to ever make
significant progress for the hundreds
of thousands affected by gambling-

related harm.“
The Bishop of St Albans previously
helped lead the campaign to reduce
the maximum stake on Fixed Odds
Betting Terminals, and pushed for a
ban on gambling with credit cards in
a Private Member's Bill, which was
subsequently incorporated into the
Government’s manifesto pledges.
New Christian heritage network
will “reach thousands with a
gospel message'
Church-based, actively Christian
groups have teamed up to create a
new network of Christian heritage
tour operators.
The network includes operators of
tours, exhibitions and resources in
London,
Norwich,
Oxford,
Cambridge,
Harwich/Essex,
Birmingham,
Edinburgh
and
Lincolnshire-Nottinghamshire. It is at:
www.christianheritagenetwork.org.uk
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Way of Benedict – Eight Blessings for Lent
By Laurentia Johns OSB, SPCK, £9.99
Our world badly needs Christ's light and peace. One
way to bring these blessings to one another is to attend
to our own hearts and to learn to live well.
Living Lent well involves turning back to God to receive
His blessing. In this deep and practical book, a guide
for Lent and the rest of the year, Sr Laurentia distils the
sixth-century Rule of St Benedict as a series of blessings. Closely based on Scripture, the Rule highlights
that the whole of life has a Lenten character and points
to a joyful eternity.
This accessible guide also includes ideas for reflection
and action at the end of each chapter.
Soulful Nature - A spiritual field guide
By Brian Draper and Howard Green, Canterbury Press, £14.99
In our busy, pressured world, the natural world
can be a powerful counter-balance, offering wisdom for the challenges, pain and dislocations of
life as well as for beauty, wonder and healing.
Soulful Nature encourages you to get outside and
make deeper connections with creation and its
creator. The authors chart walking journeys
through rural landscapes and town streets over
the course of a year, showing how the natural
cycle of the changing seasons can awaken us to
the rhythms of our own lives.
Each chapter explores a different landscape,
zooming in on the small details of the natural
world as well as panning out to the wide-screen
beauty of time and place. Simple and practical
spiritual exercises are provided throughout.

Easter! Fun Things to Make and Do
By Christina Goodings, Lion Children, £6.99
Crammed with 50 crafts and creative ideas that are
perfect for Spring and Easter. Each craft is accompanied by simple step-by-step illustrated instructions.
Make divine decorations, Easter baskets, chirpy
chicks, creative cards, and more!
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Good Grief - Living with Sorrow and Loss
By Malcolm Duncan, Lion Hudson, £10.99
We all walk through grief and loss. It comes in many
shapes and forms. As a husband, father, son and a
pastor for the past thirty-four years, Malcolm Duncan
has experienced loss in many forms. Duncan has seen
grief destroy some people, and his own experience of
loss and grief came close to destroying him. Yet God
has carried him through.
In this intensely personal journal, Duncan guides the
reader through grief and loss, examining how it changes us, and affirms that God is with us every step of the
way. Intimate and well-grounded in scripture, Malcolm
Duncan shows us that no matter how dark it gets, the
light of His grace will always be there.

Celtic Lent: 40 days of devotions to Easter
By David Cole, BRF, £8.99
This inspirational book takes the reader through the
40 days of Lent to the celebration of Easter through
the eyes and beliefs of Celtic Christianity. Drawing on
primary sources of pastoral letters, monastic rules
and the theological teaching of the Celtic church, the
author presents a different perspective on the cross of
Christ and draws us to see our own life journeys with
a new and transforming vision.

Dust and Glory: Daily Bible readings from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Day
By David Runcorn, BRF, £7.99
Lent is one of the three 40-day 'seasons' in the
Church's year, besides Advent and the period
from Easter to Pentecost. The name itself, Lent,
derives from an ancient word meaning 'Spring' or
'long', referring to the time of year when days are
beginning to lengthen and the world is turning
from winter cold and dark to the warmth and
promise of Spring. During this time, the Church
calls us to a special period of prayer, selfexamination and teaching - and this book has
been written to accompany you through that period, a time of turning from winter to spring, from
death to life.
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GOD IN THE ARTS
‘He gave us eyes to see them’: woodcut from Cologne Bible of 1478
The RSPCA was the first national animal welfare society in the world and
was founded in 1824 by an Anglican priest, the Revd Arthur Broome. He
asked the question, ‘Can the infliction of cruelty on any being which the
Almighty has endued with feelings of pain and pleasure consist with genuine
and true benevolence?’
This month we focus on the story of Balaam and his donkey in Numbers 22.
Balaam has not heeded God’s will, and as he journeys, an angel bars his
way. Balaam cannot see the angel, but his donkey can. Three times the
animal turns away. Three times he is beaten by his owner, and eventually
the donkey asks, ‘Why are you beating me when I have served you
faithfully?’ Balaam’s eyes are opened: he sees the angel and his heart
repents.
This story is captured in a vivid woodcut from the Cologne Bible of 1478. It
was a translation into Low German and enhanced by colourful illustrations.
We can see Balaam on his donkey in the countryside. He has raised his
hand to strike, unaware that the donkey has seen the angel of God. As we
look and ponder this story, we can remember that cruelty and abuse mark
out life today with children, vulnerable adults, and all creatures great and
small. The donkey calls us to think of how we treat creation around us.
Donkeys can be stubborn, but they are also signs of humility, patience and
hard work. It might be Dapple with Sancho Panza in the story of Don
Quixote, or Tim Moore travelling the camino with his donkey in ‘Spanish
Steps.’ And in the Gospels, we recall the donkey in the Christmas story and
the donkey that bore Jesus into Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday. We
celebrate that day next month: the humble donkey sharing in the triumph of
that entry, just
as he shares
with all animals
in the wonder of
creation. G K
Chesterton’s
poem reminds
us
that
the
donkey may be
starved,
scourged and
derided, but he
had that special
hour of glory.
‘There was a
shout about my
ears and palms
before my feet.’
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GOD IN THE SCIENCES
A Bucket of Tadpoles: Springtime,
Curiosity, and the Theology of Science
When I was nearly three, I knocked a bucket of
tadpoles all over the patio. Those unfortunate
creatures must have been collected to educate
my brother and I on where frogs came from, but
a toddler can’t just stand by and watch. Can I
see up close? Or maybe I was ‘helpfully’
moving it to another place. I just remember
doing something I shouldn’t have done, and
tadpoles on the ground. I was sad that I
wouldn’t get to see those creatures grow up.
I might have been great at destroying things when I was a child (my family
would probably say I still am), but I absolutely love watching living things up
close. The more I learn, the more my sense of wonder grows. For a tadpole
to become a frog, large sections of its gut, salivary glands and muscles must
die, as well as the gills. The cells in those tissues are programmed to curl up
and disintegrate, and are then swallowed up by a specialised kind of white
blood cell. Legs grow from small sacs of cells on the tadpole’s body, and one
of my textbooks says that ‘The nervous system is also remodelled’ - which I
suspect is a bit of an understatement.
This knowledge removes a little of the mystery of how a tadpole turns into a
frog, but there is plenty more to discover. These few details also reveal the
cleverness of the process. Metamorphosis is surprisingly common in the
animal kingdom. How is that an efficient way to grow up, or is efficiency not
the most important thing for an animal?
Scientists are essentially grown-ups who are still very much in touch with their
inner two-year-old. They refuse to stop asking questions, even when finding
an answer becomes decidedly more awkward than opening a textbook.
Many scientists are people of faith, and this also drives their questioning.
They believe that God created a world that was very good, that the purpose
of all Creation is to praise Him, that we are made in God’s image, and that we
are tasked with looking after Creation. So Christians, of all people, should be
enjoying and investigating our surroundings. These are the bones of a
theology of science which serves some of us very well, and keeps us looking
into things like buckets of frogs – that is, until a two year-old comes and
knocks them over.
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SMILE LINES
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What Is Hell?’ Come
early and listen to our choir practice.
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several
new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.
This evening at 7 pm there will be hymn-singing in the park across from the
church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend
him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus Walks on the Water.’ The sermon tonight:
‘Searching for Jesus.’
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person
you want remembered.
The foreign student, writing a letter to the superintendent of the mission
society, desired to end with the words: ‘May Heaven preserve you.’
Not being quite confident of the meaning of ‘preserve’, he looked it up in a
dictionary. When the letter reached the director, it ended with the words:
‘And may Heaven pickle you.’
Driver on a tight budget: “I need three litres of petrol and a cup of oil, please.”
Garage: “And shall I cough into the tyres, sir?”
The young clergyman was walking through the village when he met one of
his elderly parishioners. “How’s your cold?” he asked.
“Verra obstinate,” came the bleak reply.
“I’m sorry.” The clergyman decided to try again. “Well, how is your arthritis?”
“Verra obstinate,” came the reply.
“Oh dear, I am sorry,” soothed the clergyman. He tried a third time: “And
how is your wife?”
“About the same.”
Teacher: “What is the difference between results and
consequences?”
Bright pupil: “Results are what you expect;
consequences are what you get.”
When my daughter was young, she was glad to say
her prayers, but she always worried whether God
would know which little girl she was. One night after
the usual ‘Amen’, she dropped her head upon her
pillow and closed her eyes. After a moment she said,
“Lord! This prayer comes from 203 Seldon Ave. I’ll
get you the postcode tomorrow.”
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St James the Least of All
On the nonsense of having a lavatory at church
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
This year, the rigours of Lent have taken second place to a far more pressing
matter: the installation of a lavatory at St James the Least of All.
Personally, I entirely disapprove of this additional sign of decadence in our
moral fibre; we have survived perfectly happily for the last 800 years without
one, so why is there such an urgent need now? And being surrounded by
acres of fields, there seems to be a completely acceptable alternative.
It also spoils the pleasure I used to take, informing ushers at weddings,
having liberally refreshed themselves at our local pub before the Service, that
we have no facilities and that they would just have to wait. Their look of
pained resignation, developing to clear signs of repentance as the Service
progressed, was most cheering. It also meant that wedding parties did not
linger after the Service but disappeared with commendable speed to safe
havens.
I anticipate that now we have the thing, a sub-committee will form to devise a
commissioning Service for the person who will be in charge of its
maintenance. I can already foresee Lady Bartlett proposing an appropriate
set of robes for the office holder – although it will need some tact to select
suitable insignia on the sleeves.
In fact, the project has not been entirely successful; we still need to have a
lock fitted and so at present, occupants have been advised to sing hymns
loudly. A hymn book has been installed as an aide memoire.
The greater difficulty arises from our antiquated plumbing system. A member
of the congregation can leave a Service perfectly discreetly; they can enter
the lavatory unseen by anyone, but on flushing, water is drawn through pipes
running the length of the inside of the building with a thunderous roar.
I am sure that in your worship centre you will have lavish cloakrooms
furnished with colour co-ordinated walls and towels, baby-changing facilities
and video monitors relaying everything going on in the service. But we are
made of sterner stuff, and I maintain that our congregation should be grateful
that they now a lavatory at all. And to think that someone suggested it should
even have heating!
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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WORDSEARCH
Lent lasts for 40 days. Sundays in Lent are ‘oases’; as Sunday is never a
day of fasting, but a weekly celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.
Christians have used Lent as their ‘40 days in the wilderness’, when they set
aside the indulgences of life and instead look inward, seeking spiritual
renewal and growth. Lent looks towards the Cross and the Empty Tomb,
with the assurance of redemption and new life in Christ. The daffodils in our
gardens are golden trumpets to proclaim the wonderful message of Easter!
The English word for Lent is not at all religious; it is an abbreviation of the Old
English word ‘lencten’, or ‘lengthen’. At last winter is over, and the days are
getting longer…
Lent
Forty
Days
Sundays
Fasting
Weekly
Celebration
Resurrection
Jesus
Wilderness
Indulgences
Inward
Spiritual
Renewal
Growth
Cross
Empty
Tomb
Redemption
Daffodils
Lencten

LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS
ACROSS:
8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, Visited.
19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.
DOWN:
1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add all.
12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20,
Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure.
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WE REMEMBER IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

ST CATHERINE’S
FUNERALS
28th January

Jeffrey Stockport

Aged 60

ST EDMUND’S
BAPTISMS
12th January
19th January
FUNERALS
30th January
5th February

Albie Hudson Shuffleton son of Joanne and Richard
Shuffleton
George Laurence Richard Stanley son of Kate and John
Stanley
Margaret (Jackie) Postgate
Harry Buxton

Aged 75
Aged 76

ST MARY MAGDALENE’S
FUNERALS
21st February
10th February

Lily Husband
Doreen Maddison

Aged 88
Aged 89

SANCTUARY CANDLE MEMORIALS
23rd Feb 2019
Edwina Burrows
ST MICHAEL’S
BAPTISMS
2nd February
FUNERALS
3rd February

Charles Edward Marshall and Heidi Eliza Marshall, children
of Charles Ross and Lydia Grace Marshall
Glenn Foster

Aged 79
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ADVERTISEMENTS

We now have a number of spaces available for adverts in our Parish
Magazine. Many services are local and relevant to our community.
The current advertisement rates are as follows:
Full page: £160 Half-page: £85
One third page: £60
Quarter-page: £40
Line adverts (Up to 6 lines) £25.
All prices are for one year.
The magazine reaches around 700 households in Sedgefield, Fishburn,
Bishop Middleham and the Trimdons.
Please contact the Parish Office for more details. 01740 620274

THE MAID BRIGADE
Your local neighbourhood domestic cleaning service.
DBS checked and fully insured.
Weekly, fortnightly and monthly services. Spring cleaning and end of tenancy.

Call Stella 07484 138830
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NEW
CHIROPODY CLINIC
At Sedgefield Physiotherapy
Practice
8 North End, Sedgefield, TS21 3BS

Chiropodist, Julie Lambert
Over 20 Years’ experience

01740 629501
Member, Society
of Chiropodists
& Podiatrists
and
HCPC member

Birthday
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Chris Edmonds & Associates Ltd Sedgefield Dental Practice
3-9 Front Street, (next to Peridot shop) Sedgefield TS21 3AT
Monday & Tuesday 9.00am till 8.00pm
Wednesday 9.00am - 5.00pm - Thursday & Friday 8.15am - 5.15pm
Tel 01740 621040. Out of hours 07894 457639
www.sedgefielddentalpractice.com

FARNLESS FARM SHOP

Bishop Middleham

Bison and Venison for sale - From Joints to Burgers
Open Monday to Sunday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Holiday Cottage Available All Year - Sleeps up to 8 people plus cot
Phone 0191 3771428

TIM GIRVAN
Gas Service, Plumbing & Heating Combi & Condensing Boiler Specialist












Install, Repair & Servicing
Full Central Heating Systems installed
Boiler Replacements/System Upgrades
Gas Safety Checks
LPG/CARAVANS
Power Flushing
Unvented Hot Water Systems
Full Bathroom Suites
En-suites/Showers
Solid fuel. Log burning stoves and Biomass
Oil heating servicing, repairs and installations
Oftec registered no. 36926

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 01429 880663/ 07808 167350
NO JOB TOO SMALL
12 Lonsdale Avenue Trimdon Grange TS29 6EB

timothygirvan@hotmail.co.uk

www.timgirvan.co.uk

229071
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East Durham
Funeral Service Ltd
(Est 1971)
Private Office and Chapel of Rest at Belle Vue House, Trimdon Grange
Independent Family Business
Horse Drawn Hearse & Mercedes Limousine
Catering Service
Monumental Service
Bereavement Counselling

Funeral Director – Philip Maddison

Telephone Trimdon 01429 883777
Belle Vue House, Balmoral Terrace, Trimdon Grange TS29 6ET
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