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EDITOR’S LETTER

The congregation of St Edmunds recently listened to a sermon based on the
Gospel reading Luke 8.26-39.
The story of the demoniac whose demons are consigned to swine, is part of
a unit that runs from 8:22-9:6. These verses contain four miracle stories
followed by the giving of power to the twelve disciples who go out to
"proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal." Through the miracles we are
informed that Jesus gives the necessary power to the twelve before sending
them off to do ministry. And also that Jesus has the different powers to give
to them, as shown by the different kinds of miracles he accomplishes. If you
read a bit either side of the reading, you’ll discover that in 8:21 Jesus
redefines family by stating that his family consists of those who "hear the
word of God and do it." It is clear at the end that the demoniac has become
part of Jesus' family.
The situation this poor chap finds himself in, is that of most of us, that is, we
return home to say what the Lord has done for us. These passages from
Luke bring to mind the very modern real need for courage. It is difficult to go
home to speak with people who know us well about our own salvation and
healing, and the power of God.
We should not ignore the difficulties in the passages, real difficulties for all
disciples, old and new. One of them is fear. What we do not understand,
what interrupts our relatively orderly lives, even if it is for someone's good,
frightens us. How can this be? What might this be? Where does this power
come from? What if it turns against me? What does this power want? All
good questions that make science fiction movies so fascinating and scary.
These were the questions of the demoniac's townsfolk. So it would have
been unbelievably difficult for the demoniac to return to his home town where
he was so well known. People would have watched him carefully for a long
time, not only had he been mad, but his cure had cost the townspeople their
living. It was a courageous act indeed.
That all sounds deep and meaningful, but what I’m trying to say is simply
‘choose wisely’. Trust in God that you are making the right choice and
believe some good will come of it. I am half way down that dark, bumpy,
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most awful path I wrote about last month, but I can see the light shining at
the end, it gets brighter every morning and I know I made the right choice.
Once you have made your choice, stand by your guns and don’t be swayed.
All of my children will tell you that no amount of pleading or persuasive
behaviour will change my mind once it’s made up. Decisions made and
fought for should never have any actions or any speech which degrades any
person. Anything which degrades humans is perfectly in line with Satan’s
plan. For example this is why we don’t just give money to homeless people,
but speak to them, smile at them and offer a kind word. Our encounters with
Gods family through conversation can mean a lot of hard work, sometimes
the recipient is grateful, like the homeless person, they are often more
grateful for the time you took to recognise they are human, than the few
pounds you give them. But sometimes there is no thanks. But that doesn't
mean you stop working at it.
The reason God has brought you through so much is because He has a
unique and specific purpose for your life. Get into his presence and discover
what it is.

Valerie

RECTOR’S LETTER

Dear Friends
Children are an important part of society. They are welcome in restaurants,
cinemas, shopping malls, in fact in most places where adults assemble.
Children have an important place in Church. They are not the future of the
Church they are part of the church of today. There is only qualification for
membership of the Church and that is our Baptism. All the Baptized should
come together at The Lords Table. Whilst there should be activities for
people of all ages when we worship together, we should come together as
God’s people of all ages.
The presence of children in our Churches and worship provides enrichment
to all. Following are some of the joyful reasons why children should play a full
part in our worship.
Reason 1.
CHILDREN ARE PEOPLE TOO: When we welcome children in church, we
acknowledge that they are important humans in the present, not just the
future.
Reason 2.
When we welcome children, we are making their parents and carers feel
welcome too.
Reason 3.
CHILDREN LEARN BY PARTICIPATING: When we welcome children, we
invite them to experience God in community with us.
Reason 4.
CHILDREN CAN HANDLE SERMONS: When we involve children in church,
we expose them to deep, important ideas.
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Reason 5.
IT’S GOOD FOR EVERYONE: When we include children in church, we all
get to practise being generous to each other.
Reason 6.
IT MAKES SERVICES BETTER: When we plan for children to be
involved, we plan better, richer services.
Reason 7.
CHILDREN HAVE LOTS TO OFFER: When you welcome children, they are
able to contribute their time and skills.
Reason 8.
IT MAKES US STRONGER: When we welcome children in church, we
strengthen relationships across generations.
Reason 9.
IT CAN IMPROVE PREACHING: When we include children in church, our
preachers are prompted to do a better job for everyone.
Reason 10.
ADULTS DON’T MISS OUT: When children are part of the church service,
adults don’t have to miss out to lead or attend kids’ programmes.
Reason 11.
When we include people from very young, they don’t have a jolting transition
in adolescence.
Reason 12.
When
we
welcome
children
in
church,
we
demonstrate
how welcome everyone is.
Many years ago, The Church of England began to transition to All Age
Worship. This is an inclusive style of worship in which young and old share at
the altar and meet Jesus in word and sacrament.
At Diocesan level Bishop Paul listens to members of The Children’s Council
and in our Deanery children and young people play an increasingly important
and dynamic role in their local churches.
As we move forward and grow our churches all are welcome and all included
-young and old, rich and poor because Jesus welcomes all into His loving
arms.
With every blessing.
Geoff
Rev. Geoffrey Short OBE
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WHOLE PARISH INFORMATION
BOOKINGS FOR BAPTISMS
All baptisms can be booked through the Parish Administrator at the Parish
Office on 01740 622012 Email office@upperskerne.org.uk Explanatory
leaflets about the system are available at the back of each Church.
BOOKINGS FOR WEDDINGS
St Edmund’s & St Catherine’s - please contact the Parish Office - email
office@upperskerne.org.uk tel 01740 622012. St Alban’s and St Mary
Magdalene’s please contact Mrs Doris Robson on 01429 881183 to arrange
to meet in St Mary Magdalene church to make a booking. St Michael’splease contact Mr Bill Armstrong Tel: 0191 3773847.
SEDGEFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL LEARN ABOUT BAPTISM
Children from Sedgefield Primary School have been learning a lot this term
about Baptism.
To finish off their terms learning a “Baptism” was held at the school. Bay
Rosie was very well behaved, and all of the symbols of Baptism were usedwater oil and candles.
The children have learnt about water washing away our sins, Jesus saying I
am the Light of the World and that Baptism marks the start of a person’s
journey as a Christian.
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READINGS
Sunday 7 July
The Third Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 66.10-14
Psalm 66.1-8
Galatians 6.[1-6]7-16
Luke 10.1-11,16-20

Sunday 4 August
The Seventh Sunday after Trinity
Ecclesiastes 1.2,12-14; 2.18-23
Psalm 49.1-12*
Colossians 3.1-11
Luke 12.13-21

Sunday 14 July
The Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Deuteronomy 30.9-14
Psalm 25.1-10
Colossians 1.1-14
Luke 10.25-37

Sunday 11 August
The Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 15.1-6
Psalm 33.12-22*
Hebrews 11.1-3,8-16
Luke 12.32-40

Sunday 21 July
The Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 18.1-10a
Psalm 15
Colossians 1.15-28
Luke 10.38-42

Sunday 18 August
The Ninth Sunday after Trinity
Jeremiah 23.23-29
Psalm 82
Hebrews 11.29 - 12.2
Luke 12.49-56

Sunday 28 July
The Sixth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 18.20-32
Psalm 138
Colossians 2.6-15[16-19]
Luke 11.1-13

Sunday 25 August
The Tenth Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 58.9b-14
Psalm 103.1-8
Hebrews 12.18-29
Luke 13.10-17
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PRAYERS AND POEMS
Childlike in simplicity
Forgive us, Lord, that as we grow to
maturity, our faith is blighted with
doubts, withered with worry, tainted
with sophistication. We pray that you
will make us like children again in faith
– not childish, but childlike in the simplicity of a faith that is willing to trust
you even though we cannot see what
tomorrow will bring.
By Peter Marshall. He immigrated to
the United States from Scotland,
trained as a Presbyterian minister,
and in 1947 was made chaplain to the
United States Senate.

my tendency to see the funny side of
things!’

Peter knelt upon a roof –
He’d gone up there to pray;
He’d gone to seek his Father’s face
In the middle of the day.
He saw a sheet of dodgy food
And heard an angel say,
“I know you’re hungry, Peter, so
Come, eat your fill today!”
But Peter gazed with horror at
This gift of food, divine;
Filled with things he mustn’t eat
Like birds, and prawns, and swine.
“I can’t eat that!” he said to God,
Prioritising
Leviticus’ line:
Martha cooked, But Mary looked
I may not eat this kind of stuff
And sat at the Master’s feet,
“Not now, nor any time!”
It’s a story of old, But we are told
This drew a sharp response from
It’s where man and God can meet.
God, “Who do you think you are?
So much to do, But think it through
What food did you expect, perhaps
There’s a place for you and me,
A bowl of caviar?
To spend time with the Lord
A champagne sorbet? Quails’ eggs?
And be found in His word
And then a nice cigar?
It’s where we are meant to be.
No! Food that I’ve declared is good
So find a place, To seek His face
“You have no right to bar!”
Where the Lord Himself is found
So help us Father, as we seek
With a God who cares
Your guidance from above;
Hears all our prayers
Our prejudices, fears, and sins The place where grace abounds.
Those may you rid us of!
By Megan Carter
But may your Holy Spirit come
Upon us, like a dove
Peter’s Vision
That we may very clearly see
Editor note: ‘In Acts 10:9-16 we read The visions of your love.
of how Peter went up on a roof to pray By Nigel Beeton
and, while doing so, was shown a vison of all kinds of food specifically A Garden Mystery
banned in Leviticus. God, of course, A garden is a mystery
was preparing Peter for ministry to the It makes me question ‘why?’
Gentiles, starting with Cornelius, but The plants I nurture with such care
the lesson about God cutting through Just shrivel up and die.
our prejudices is a very valuable one. While seeds that I don’t know about
I'm not sure if God uses sarcasm as All vigorously thrive
depicted in verse three, but then He And grow like fabled beanstalks
does use rather heavy irony, such as From cracks within my drive!
in his dealings with Job. Perhaps God By Nigel Beeton
needs to show me a vision of curbing
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WEEKLY PARISH SERVICES AT A GLANCE
EVERY SUNDAY
St Edmund’s (fortnightly) 8.00am Eucharist /Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Catherine’s (fortnightly) 10.00am Eucharist /Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Edmund’s 10.00am Eucharist /Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Michael’s 10.00am Eucharist / Holy Comm (by ext)/ Morning Prayer
St Mary Magdalene’s 10.30am Eucharist / Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Alban’s (fortnightly) 11.30am Eucharist / Holy Comm (by ext) /Morning Prayer
St Edmund’s (fortnightly) 4 pm Evensong/Eucharist
EVERY MONDAY
St Edmund’s 8.30 am Morning Prayer
EVERY TUESDAY
St Alban’s 8.30 am Morning Prayer
St Mary Magdalene’s 6.00pm Eucharist (first Tuesday of the month – healing service)
EVERY WEDNESDAY
St Mary Magdalene’s 8.30 am Morning Prayer
St Edmund’s 10.00am Eucharist
St Alban’s (3rd Wed of the month only) 11.00am Morning Worship
St Catherine’s (1st Wed of the month only) 6.00pm Eucharist
EVERY THURSDAY
St Michael’s 9.30 am Morning Prayer
St Michael’s 10.00am Eucharist
EVERY SATURDAY
St Catherine’s 8.30 am Morning Prayer

SERVICES AT THE OTHER CHURCHES IN THE PARISH
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
ST WILLIAMS R C CHURCH - Trimdon Village
Sundays: Holy Mass 9.15 am
Weekdays (Mon-Sat): Holy Mass/ Eucharistic Service10.00 am
Mondays: Rosary 7.00 pm
ST JOHN FISHER & ST THOMAS MORE – Sedgefield
Sundays: Holy Mass 10.45 am.
Weekdays (Mon-Fri): Holy Mass/ Eucharistic Service 9.45am
Thursdays: Holy Hour 7.00 pm
METHODIST CHURCHES
TRIMDON STATION Prospect Place
Sundays: 3.00pm
Ladies’ Fellowship – every second Monday 2pm
SEDGEFIELD
Sunday 10.00am (Juniors -10.00am)
Wives & Friends – alternate Mondays, 8.00pm
Women’s Fellowship Tuesdays 7.15pm
9

PARISH SERVICES FOR JULY 2019
SUNDAY 7th JULY 2019
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10.00 am Morning Worship St Catherine’s (Ron Eyley)
10.00 am Eucharist St Michael’s (The Revd. Martin King)
10.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Mary Magdalene’s (S Jordan)
SUNDAY 14th JULY 2019
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.00 am Morning Worship St Edmund’s (Michael King)
10.00 am Eucharist St Catherine’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
10.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Michael’s (Bill Armstrong)
10.30 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
11.30 am Eucharist St Alban’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
4.00 pm Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Martin King)
SUNDAY 21st JULY 2019
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Geoff Short)
10.00am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Geoff Short)
10.00 am Morning Worship St Catherine’s
10.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Michael’s (Bill Armstrong)
10.30 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
SUNDAY 28th JULY 2019
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Geoff Short)
10.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Catherine’s (Michael King)
10.00 am Eucharist St Michael’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10.30 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
11.30 am Eucharist St Alban’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
4.00 pm Evensong St Edmund’s (Michael King)
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PARISH SERVICES FOR AUGUST 2019
SUNDAY 4th AUGUST 2019
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Geoff Short)
10.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Geoff Short)
10.00 am Morning Worship St Catherine’s
10.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Michael’s (Bill Armstrong)
10.30 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
SUNDAY 11th AUGUST 2019
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.00 am Morning Worship St Edmund’s (Michael King)
10.00 am Eucharist St Catherine’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10.00 am Eucharist St Michael’s (The Revd.)
10.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Mary Magdalene’s (S Jordan)
11.30 am Eucharist St Alban’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
4.00 pm Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Geoff Short)
SUNDAY 18th AUGUST 2019
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
10.00am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Geoff Short)
10.00 am Morning Worship St Catherine’s
10.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Michael’s (Bill Armstrong)
10.30 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Elizabeth Bland)
SUNDAY 25th AUGUST 2019
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.00 am Eucharist St Edmund’s (The Revd. Malcolm Masterman)
10.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Catherine’s (Michael King)
10.00 am Eucharist St Michael’s (The Revd. Geoff Short)
10.30 am Eucharist St Mary Magdalene’s (The Revd. Martin King)
11.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) St Alban’s (Michael King)
4.00 pm Evensong St Edmund’s (Michael King)
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St Alban’s Church
Trimdon Grange
NEWS AND EVENTS

ST ALBAN’S LUNCHEON CLUB
If anyone from the Trimdon Grange, Village or Station would like to come
along to the Luncheon Club at St Alban’s, Trimdon Grange on Wednesdays
please contact Irene Grint on 01429 880366. The session lasts from
10.25am – 1.25pm; a bus can pick you up & drop you back home.
We would like to give our congratulations to Sharon Amer who was recently
married. She has been coming to the luncheon club for a while now, along
with her mother.

St Catherine’s Church
Fishburn
NEWS AND EVENTS
FLOWERS
Thank you to all those who donated
flowers or money for flowers during
last month, your contributions are
greatly appreciated.
If anyone would like to donate flowers to be put in the church in memory
of a loved one or to mark a special
occasion, either as a one off, monthly
or annually, please speak to Margaret Mason 620261.

BRASS CLEANER REQUIRED
We need some help cleaning our
brasses,
Anyone can do it, lads or lasses.
It is not a very daunting process,
just elbow grease needed, more or
less.
Perhaps once a month, or a time to
suit you,
do a bit polishing then take a pew!
If you think you can fulfil this request,
Give Margaret a bell, and she’ll do
CAFE
her best,
St Catherine’s holds an informal drop to provide you with dusters and
-in café on most Fridays in the polish supreme.
church hall between 9.30am and 12 Then it’s over to you to make it all
noon.
gleam.
01740 620261.
12

St Edmund’s Church
Sedgefield
NEWS AND EVENTS
HOLDING CROSS
Holding crosses come in all shapes and sizes, and it is well known that they
give us that little extra something when we're in spiritual need. We are
offering holding crosses for £5.00 each. Made in a workshop on the Via
Dolorosa in Jerusalem, each one comes with a leaflet explaining how they are
made, along with some suggested prayers for when we need that special
something. If you would like to take advantage of this offer, please contact
Panny Pighills on 01740 620909.
SEDGEFIELD WI
3 July 2019.
David Elstob, Auctioneer and Valuer, Antiques Talk and valuations.
Open meeting
7 August 2019.
Dr R Lowry, "Funny Bones and Wisdom teeth" Humorous talk.
Everyone welcome
The Sedgefield WI meets on the first Wednesday of each month in the Parish
Hall. Meetings begin at 7.15pm and visitors are always welcome. (Entrance
fee £3.50 – includes refreshments.)
SEDGEFIELD FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
There will be no meeting in July or August. The September meeting will be
advertised closer to the time.
Sedgefield Family History Group meet at the Methodist Church Hall at
Sedgefield at 7.15pm.
Further details www.sedgefieldfamilyhistory.org.uk
Visitors always welcome at our meetings.
SEDGEFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
1st July, Lewis Carroll by Chris Lloyd.
August, Holiday.
Meetings at Ceddesfeld Hall, Sedgefield on every first Monday of the month
at 7.45pm.
HOMEBRYTH HOUSE EUCHARIST
There will be Communion Service at 11.00am on Thursday 4th July and
Thursday 1st August.
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ONE STEP FORWARD
Every Thursday, 3.00pm until 5.00pm there will be a weekly drop-in support
group in the Welcome Room for anyone needing to talk about their
bereavement. Trained listeners will be present. We offer mutual support for
those who have lost someone close to them. All welcome, of all faiths and
none. If you know of anyone who might need support from the group, please
ask them to get in touch.
For further details, please contact Panny Pighills on 01740 620909 / 07443
423114 or email pandppighills@btinternet.com
FERRYHILL, SEDGEFIELD & DISTRICT FLOWER CLUB
16th July - Members night. We are holding a Workshop by Val Guest. The
cost is £15 and we will be having a Faith Supper following the workshop.
August- NO CLUB.
Members- free, Non Members - £5.
All meetings are held in the Main Hall, Parish Hall Sedgefield at 7.30pm.
RESEARCH HISTORIAN APPEALS FOR HELP
Sedgefield area residents are being asked
to turn detective and help with research into
the nephew of a Scot who took part in the
1745 Jacobite rising, was captured at
Culloden, imprisoned in London and
sentenced to death for treason - but was
reprieved at the very last moment.
Researcher Norman Abbot was at St
Edmund’s Church, Sedgefield, this week
looking for any references to William
Farquharson who studied in the Durham
area and boarded with Dr William
Wrightson, surgeon, of Sedgefield, around
1772-4.
William, the nephew of Jacobite supporter
Francis Farquharson of Monaltrie, was
being tutored at the time by the Revd.
William Longstaffe, Vicar of Kelloe, who
may also have lived in Sedgefield.
Mr Abbot has undertaken extensive
research into the Farquharsons, an
important family on Upper Deeside in
Aberdeenshire who were based near
Braemar.
“I’d love to know if anyone could identify Wrightson’s or Longstaffe’s place of
residence in the Sedgefield area,” said Mr Abbot this week.
He’s equally interested in discovering the house on the north side of Old
Elvet in Durham where Francis Farquharson lived with his wife, Elizabeth
Eyre (who is commemorated in a fine monument in St Oswald’s Church,
Durham), from c1766 to 1786.
Some years ago, Mr Abbot did a leaflet drop in Durham to try and identify the
house – but without success.
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Anyone
with
information
about
the
Farquharsons, Wrightson or Longstaffe can
contact Mr Abbot at naxa4402@gmail.com.
Footnote: Francis’s sentence of death was
commuted to internal exile in southern England
which lasted for 20 years, but after eventually
regaining his freedom of movement and
settling with his wife in Durham, he made
annual expeditions back to his native part of
Scotland. He was responsible, among other
things, for building the first bridge over the
River Dee at Ballater near Balmoral.
Francis Farquharson (left)
William Farquharson (previous page) in tartan
outfit
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St Mary Magdalene Church
Trimdon Village
REGULAR SERVICES & ACTIVITIES
SERVICES
Holy Communion
Sunday
10.30 am in church
Said Eucharist
Tuesday
6.00 pm in church
Healing Service
1st Tuesday in month
6.00 pm in church
Care Home Communion
Every 4 weeks
Craigarran Nursing Home
CHILDREN
Seeds of Hope
Last Saturday in month
4.00 pm in church
Baptisms
2nd Sunday in the month
10.30 am in church
FOODBANK COLLECTIONS
In date non-perishable food On-going
Yellow bin in church
MAINTENANCE
Church building/Churchyard/East Cemetery
Thursdays 1.30 pm - 4.00 pm
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
Group Meetings
1st Tuesday in month
7.00 pm - 8.00 pm
100 CLUB
June - 47.
NEWS
ROSEBERRY TOPPING
Suzanne Hopper and I intend to
climb Roseberry Topping again in
July as we do every year! We do it
as a Sponsored Walk to support St
Mary Magdalene Church, but we
would love anyone to come and
enjoy with us the exhilaration of
reaching the top and taking in the
fantastic 360° views of Teesside
and the coast. We then enjoy a
picnic in the car park before heading
back home. We meet in the car park
at 10.00 am on Saturday, 20th July
– come and join us.
Lesley Tate
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX EMPTYING
In July and August the collecting boxes for the Children’s Society will be opened and
counted. You can either leave your box in church or, if you are not able to come to
church, I will come and collect it. All the money goes to the Children’s Society to help
vulnerable children. Anyone who would like a collecting box please let me know.
Suzanne Hopper
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Mon
Tues

Wed

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun

TRIMDON VILLAGE HALL

Teaching Assist L2
Coffee Morning #
Play Rangers
Teaching Assist L2
Parent & Toddlers #
Craft & Chat #
Durham Foodbank
Walk4life. Starts from Hall
CAB 12/6, 26/6, 10/7.
Street Dance #
Dog Club Ring Craft
Over 60’s Projects (Inc lunch)
Painting for Pleasure #
Baby ready or Not 6 wk.Prog (Booked)
Gentle Exercise / Kurling club
KICKS Youth Program
Events & Parties etc
CS Dance Academy#

9.30 am - 2.30 pm
10 - 11 am
4 - 5.30 pm
9.30 am - 1.30 pm
9 - 11 am
1.30 - 3.30 pm
2 - 4 pm
10 am
10 am - 1 pm
5.30 - 7 pm
7.15 - 9.45 pm
10 am -12.30 pm
1 - 3 pm
5 - 6 pm
1 - 3 pm
5 - 7 pm
9.00am - 2.00pm

A variety of courses to start in Sept.
# These groups don’t operate during school holidays
Contact Victoria on 07864992914 for enquiries or a booking.
E mail:- trimdonvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk

17

St Michael’s Church
Bishop Middleham

NEWS AND EVENTS

CHURCHYARD MAINTENANCE
We are aware that concerns have been expressed recently about the condition of the churchyard. This has been due to unfortunate circumstances.
Gordon MacCallam, who usually cuts the grass on a voluntary basis, has
been unable to do so as a result of a road accident. We have also been unable to contact the Probation Service who also help to maintain the churchyard.
Unfortunately, we are reliant on voluntary help for this as the church does
not have enough money to pay for maintenance. We receive no financial
support from the Church Commissioners or from the national Church. Our
income last year was made up as follows:
44.6% came from regular giving by the congregation and other supporters
15% from tax rebates on our regular giving
13.9% from collections at weddings, funerals etc
13.6% from fees for weddings and funerals
7.5% from fund-raising events
We are very grateful to Andrew Shaw and to other volunteers who have
helped to cut the grass and bring the churchyard back into good order.
Our Team Rector, Revd Geoff Short, would be happy to talk to anyone who
has concerns about the churchyard. He can be contacted by phone (01740
620274) or email (geoffshort2557@icloud.com)
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH FETE
We warmly invite you to join us for a cream tea at St Michael’s Church Fête
on Friday July 5th at 6pm in the Village Hall. There will be cake, plant and
craft stalls, children’s activities, tombola, grand raffle and more. The winners
of Carrot Club’s Scarecrow Festival will also be announced .
Any donations for the stalls and will be gratefully received and may be left in
the church or at 6 or 9 Church Street. Offers of help with running the stalls
will also be very welcome.
I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD….
St Michael’s Year of the Sheep continues, building and helping its flock.
Over the summer holidays families are invited to borrow one of our lambs
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from the Post Office and take it home or on holiday. Please sign up if you are
interested. Folks from outside Bishop Middleham are most welcome to join
in too!
OUR NATURE SCAVENGER HUNT HERE IN BISHOP MIDDLEHAM: A
FOLLOW-UP
If you have younger ones in the family to entertain, here are a few ideas to
try. No prizes, just a few activities to enjoy together on a summer’s day
spending time in our Heavenly Father’s beautiful creation.
Out and about challenges. Do different ones on different days, trying as
many as you are able to do.






I went out in my wellies
I went over a stile and through a gate
I made a rubbing of 3 different leaves
I found 5 different shades of green
I looked under a piece of bark or a stone and saw this many creatures
….

I spotted a bud, a blossom and a leaf

I plaited 3 pieces of grass and made a cool wristband

I drew around a puddle with a stick. I came back at the end of the day.
’Had it shrink or grown bigger’

I stood still and listened. Did I hear: ‘birds’ (same ones or different
ones) ‘the breeze’, ‘sheep’, ‘hens’, ‘dogs’, ‘bees’?

I made a daisy chain as long as my hand

I made my name out of sticks, leaves and twigs

I made myself a really tasty sandwich with (edible) plants
Enjoy the summer!
POLICE BEAT SURGERY
Mary Hobson, Police Community Support Officer for our area, informs us
that because of low numbers it has been decided to change the venue and
time of the beat surgeries to coincide with the current Parish Council meetings at the village hall on the second Wednesday of the month. This change
will start in September, after which the meetings will be bi-monthly at the village hall at 7 pm.
In the meantime the meetings will continue every month in St Michael's
Church as usual. The next meeting will be on July 3rd at 6.30 pm.
BISHOP MIDDLEHAM LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
The next meeting of Bishop Middleham Local History Society will be held in
the village hall at 7 pm on Friday July 12th. All are welcome, and tea and
raffle are included in the £2.50 entry cost.
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THE ST. MICHAEL'S CEILIDH
The St Michael's Ceilidh on June 8th was well-attended by people of all ages
and feedback was positive even though we didn't get off to a very easy start
because our caller, Paul Knox, was playing at a wedding in Northumberland
and didn't arrive until after 7.30. In fact our ceilidh was his 3rd “gig” of that
day and we are very grateful to him and our expert fiddle players Anthony and
Heather Robb, who all gave their services free. Thanks are also due to everyone else who helped to make this a successful and enjoyable occasion.
It seems that very few photos were taken. Harvey Neve, who took this one,
says he was too busy enjoying himself! Please note that there were more
people there than are shown in this picture: some were having a rest and
catch-up with friends and families after the previous dance! (By the way, I
was playing the keyboard in the dark corner on the left of the stage and Liz
Smedley, who was playing the recorder, is mostly hidden behind a music
stand!)

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
Heritage Open Days this year will be on Saturday September 14th from 11
am to 4 pm and Thursday September 19th from 11 am to 12 noon. On the
Saturday light refreshments will be available (help will be welcome with this)
and there will be guided tours of the church and churchyard, including a nature walk.
Songs of Praise will be held at St Michael's Church on Sunday 20th October
at 3 pm. This will be an occasion intended for all ages and you are invited to
come and share your favourite hymns from school days, whether from long
ago or from last week. The service will be followed by afternoon tea. Details
of how you can choose a hymn or religious song will be circulated nearer the
time.
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BALM: (Bereavement And Loss Meetings)
This month's BALM meeting will be on Wednesday July 3rd from 7 to 8.30
pm in Bishop Middleham Village Hall. Our purpose is to listen to the feelings
and concerns of those who have suffered any kind of loss, not just bereavement, and all are welcome. The meetings are run on an informal drop-in basis and no appointment is needed, but if you would like to find out more or
talk about a problem in confidence please ring Janet Deane on 01740
656391 or email janetgraham456@btinternet.com. If you are anxious about
attending the group or need support between meetings you may like to know
that we can sometimes arrange individual daytime sessions at St Michael's
Church. Contact details for arranging an appointment are as above. Please
note that there will be no meeting in August because of our listeners' holidays, but you are nevertheless welcome to ring me if you need to talk to
someone about a bereavement or other loss.
HYMN OF THE MONTH: THY KINGDOM COME, O GOD
I write this on Whit Sunday, or Pentecost, when in our churches this morning
we celebrated the coming of the promised Holy Spirit. This brings to an end
the 9 days between Ascension Day and Pentecost, during which we were
encouraged to follow a programme of reading and prayer entitled “Thy Kingdom Come”. Even though it is sometimes categorised as an Advent hymn,
our HOTM therefore seems particularly appropriate, especially as we sang it
at St Michael's on June 2nd.
The words were written by Lewis Hensley (1824-1905) He was educated at
Trinity College Cambridge, where he won various awards and became an
assistant tutor. He took Holy Orders in 1851, after which he held positions in
Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire. In 1881, while Vicar of St Mary's
Hitchin, he was appointed an honorary canon of St Albans. Although little of
his work is in use today he wrote 2 volumes of Household Devotions and 2
collections of hymns which matched the Sundays of the church year. “Thy
Kingdom come, O God” comes from the second of these volumes, written in
1867 and entitled “Hymns for the Minor Sundays from Advent to Whitsuntide”. He was still Vicar of Hitchin when he died suddenly on a train journey.
The tune we sing, called “St. Cecilia”, was written by organist, composer,
clergyman and organ builder Leighton George Hayne (1836-83). The third
son of an Essex clergyman, he was educated at Eton College Windsor and
Queen's College Oxford, where he became a Doctor of Music in 1860. After
his ordination in 1861 he held posts in Helston in Cornwall and Eton, where
he built a large five-manual organ. (The organ at St Michael's has only 2
manuals, or keyboards, which are quite enough for me!) His hymn tunes
also include “Buckland”, which we sing to “Loving Shepherd of thy sheep.”
Thy kingdom come, O God!
Thy rule, O Christ begin!
Break with thine iron rod
the tyrannies of sin!
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Where is thy reign of peace,
and purity and love?
When shall all hatred cease,
as in the realms above?
When comes the promised time
when war shall be no more,
oppression, lust, and crime
shall flee thy face before?
We pray thee, Lord, arise,
and come in thy great might;
revive our longing eyes,
which languish for thy sight.
Some scorn thy sacred Name,
and wolves devour thy fold;
by many deeds of shame
we learn that love grows cold.
O'er lands both near and far
thick darkness broodeth yet:
arise, O Morning Star,
arise, and never set!

Lewis Hensley
(1824-1905
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NEWS
CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALEXA
SKILL ASKED 75,000 QUESTIONS
IN FIRST YEAR
A year after its launch, the Church of
England’s award-winning Alexa skill
has been asked more than 75,000
questions, according to recent data.
The smart speaker skill was originally
launched with prayers, explanations
of the Christian faith and details of
where to find the nearest church for
local events and services based on
location.
The data also reveals a trend of
highest numbers of people using the
skill in the evening. As a result of this,
the Church’s Digital and Church
House Publishing teams added a
wider range of mealtime, evening and
night prayers during the year.
More family prayers have also been
added, and integration improved
with A Church Near You, the national
church finder tool, to show maps of
where the nearest church is. A range
of videos have also been added to
bring the Christian faith to life and
showcase the social action work of
churches across the country.
In a typical week people ask the
following questions by topic area:
Read today’s daily ‘EasterPilgrim’
reflection – 16%
Say a prayer – 40%
Explore the Christian faith – 31%
Share a grace before a meal – 6%
Where is my local church? – 7%.
The skill is average 4.2 out of five
stars on the Alexa store, with
comments such as “Love it - great
example to the kids on how to pray”.
The Archbishop of York, Dr John
Sentamu, said: "The aim of the Alexa
skill is to help users to know more of
the love of Jesus Christ, to enable

regular churchgoers and those
exploring faith to connect with God in
another way and at a time that’s right
for them.”
Adrian Harris, Head of Digital at the
Church of England, said: “We are
pleased
with
the
levels
of
engagement in the first year of
launching the skill, which was built in
just three months in 2018.” The skill
has also been recognised at a
number of leading digital industry
awards.
To activate the Church of England
skill “Alexa, open the Church of
England”. A full list of commands is
available on the C of E’s dedicated
Alexa
page
at
https://
www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/
try-church-englands-alexa-skill
SIR
DAVID
ATTENBOROUGH
BACKS MAJOR NEW REPORT ON
PLASTICS FROM TEARFUND
A new report has revealed for the first
time that one person is dying every
30 seconds in developing countries
from diseases and illnesses caused
by plastic pollution and uncollected
rubbish dumped or burnt near their
homes.
The new figures were released in No
Time to Waste: Tackling the Plastic
Pollution Crisis Before it’s Too Late,
by
international
relief
and
development agency Tearfund, in
collaboration
with
conservation
charity Fauna & Flora International
(FFI), the Institute of Development
Studies and waste management
charity WasteAid.
The report looks at the health impact
of plastic pollution and rubbish on the
world’s poorest people for the first
time.
It found that each year between
400,000 and a million people (at the
upper end one person every 30
seconds) are dying in developing
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countries from illnesses and diseases
like diarrhoea, malaria and cancers
caused by living near uncollected
waste and plastic pollution.
The report calls on multinational
companies to fundamentally change
their business models by committing
to reporting the number of single-use
plastic items they distribute in
developing countries by 2020, and
halving this by 2025.
“This report is one of the first to
highlight the impacts of plastic
pollution not just on wildlife but also
on the world’s poorest people,” Sir
David, a vice president at Fauna &
Flora International, said.
“It is high time we turn our attention
fully to one of the most pressing
problems of today – averting the
plastic pollution crisis – not only for
the health of our planet, but for the
wellbeing of people around the
world.”
“We need leadership from those who
are responsible for introducing plastic
to countries where it cannot be
adequately managed, and we need
international action to support the
communities and governments most
acutely affected by this crisis.”
Globally two billion people (one in
four), don’t have their rubbish
collected. This often leads to disease
and death. When rubbish isn’t
collected it often builds up in rivers
and causes flooding, which can lead
to diarrhoea and a host of infectious
diseases.
Often the only other way to dispose
of waste is to burn it in the streets,
with the resulting fumes being
extremely damaging to health as well
as - in some countries - being the
single largest source of carbon
emissions, contributing to climate
change.
Dr Ruth Valerio, Global Advocacy &

Influencing Director at Tearfund said:
“Tearfund’s new Rubbish Campaign
calls for urgent action from four
multinationals - Coca-Cola, Nestlé,
PepsiCo and Unilever.
“They sell billions of products in
single-use plastic packaging in poorer
countries where waste isn’t collected,
in the full knowledge that people will
have no choice but to burn it, discard
it in waterways or live among it.
Other key facts in the report:
Every second a double-decker
busload of plastic waste is burned or
dumped in developing countries.
Global plastic production emits 400
million tonnes of greenhouses gases
each year – more than the UK’s total
carbon footprint.
An estimated 8 – 12.7 million tonnes
of plastic is entering the oceans every
year.
Every 30 seconds the UK throws
away 2 double-decker busloads of
plastic waste.
Living amongst plastic pollution and
uncollected waste doubles the
incidence of diarrhoeal disease.
To
read
the
report
log
onto
www.tearfund.org/
notimetowaste
FAREWELL TO PRIME MINISTER
THERESA MAY
The Bishop of Birmingham, the Rt
Rev David Urquhart, Convenor of the
Lords Spiritual, has responded to
Theresa May’s departure. He said:
“Theresa May has given dedicated
and committed public service to the
country during very difficult times. I
wish her and Philip well as they
prepare for life beyond Downing
Street.
“I am especially grateful to the Prime
Minister for the priority she has given
during her time in Government to
addressing the evils of modern
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slavery, and for a focus on global
freedom of religion and belief.
“In her statement Theresa May
reminded us of the importance of
compromise. Now more than ever we
need political leaders and Parliament
to focus on what unites us, especially
when it comes to a way forward with
Brexit.
“That will be the biggest task facing
our next Prime Minister. My hopes
and prayers are for an orderly
transition and for all those who
continue to give themselves to public
service in national and local life.”
INDIAN NATIONALIST LANDSLIDE
COULD
INCREASE
ATTACKS
AGAINST CHRISTIANS
Christians have called on PM
Narendra Modi to guarantee religious
freedom in India, following the recent
Indian elections which saw a
landslide victory for the nationalist
BJP.
The tightening nationalist grip on
India is concerning Christians who
are suffering increasing violence at
the hands of extremists. Christians
warn that religious polarisation in
India is now at an-all-time high.
Attacks against India’s Christian
minority have more than doubled
since the BJP came to power in
2014. That year, Christians suffered
147 attacks. But by the end of the
BJP’s first term in office, that number
had risen to 325. Last year alone,
violence against Christians had
soared by 57 per cent, according to
the Evangelical Fellowship of India.
Now Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has been swept
back
into
power
with
an
overwhelming majority.
“Indian Christians fear this further
shift towards nationalism could lead
to even more attacks against their
community,” warns Paul Robinson,

the CEO of Release International,
which supports persecuted Christians
around the world.
“For years now, Indian nationalist
extremists have been fostering
intolerance towards Christians, which
is increasingly spilling over into
violence. At worst, that attitude holds
that to be Indian is to be Hindu – and
that minorities, including Christians,
will no longer be tolerated.
“And so we say to the Prime Minister:
‘Mr Modi, please guarantee the
security of your Christian community,
who fear your party’s success could
lead to further violence. Please make
it absolutely clear that aggression in
the name of nationalism or religion
will not be tolerated.’”
Some Christians fear the new
government will come under pressure
to drop the secular constitution that
underpins
the
world’s
largest
democracy, and instead establish
India as a Hindu nation. Adds Paul
Robinson: “Such a backward step
could
do
untold
damage
to
community relations in India.”
Meanwhile there were at least 77
violent incidents against Christians in
the first two months of 2019. One
such attack was in Uttar Pradesh,
where a pastor, Pastor Steeven, was
attacked by militants after he applied
to a court for permission to build a
church. Outside the court he was
beaten, given electric shocks and
partially strangled with rope. Then he
was taken to a Hindu temple, beaten
again and forced to sign over the
land he had bought for the church
building. Members of the ruling BJP
then told Pastor Steeven to leave the
area or they would kill him.
India’s 28m Christians make up a
little over two per cent of the
country’s 1.3bn population. Rightwing Hindu groups are angered by
the growing number of conversions to
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Christianity by the Dalit underclass.
The Dalits are sometimes referred to
as the ‘untouchables’ and often suffer
extreme poverty.
ENGLISH
CATHEDRALS
CELEBRATE
£8M
NATIONAL
LOTTERY FUNDING BOOST
Four Church of England cathedrals
have benefited from a cash injection
of over £8m to help them engage
with their communities through
imaginative outreach, arts, heritage
and learning projects, thanks to The
National Lottery Heritage Fund.
Leicester, Lichfield, Newcastle and
Worcester Cathedrals announced
awards from The National Lottery
Heritage Fund for a wide range of
creative
community-focussed
projects,
including
bringing
Worcester’s 12th century undercroft
into public use as an imaginative
learning hub and new city venue, and
creating a sacred space for all to
enjoy in Newcastle’s city centre.
The
news
followed
a
huge
international reaction to the fire at
Notre
Dame
which
showed
something of the value of cathedrals
to local and wider communities, as
well as their vulnerability, and the
need for securing long-term funding
for
repairs
and
restoration.
Development projects, like those
funded through The National Lottery
Heritage Fund, remain crucial for all
of
the
Church
of
England's
cathedrals.
CHURCH COMMISSIONERS FOR
ENGLAND ACHIEVE A POSITIVE
RETURN OF 1.8% FOR 2018
Despite a challenging year for
investment markets, the Church
Commissioners have reported a
positive return of 1.8% in 2018.

The value of the Commissioners’
investment fund now stands at
£8.2bn. Holdings in strategic land,
private equity, timber, infrastructure
and indirect real estate combined to
help to keep the fund’s performance
in positive territory.
Over the past 30 years the fund has
achieved an average return of 8.9%
with the 10-year average at 10.7%.
This
is
against
the
Church
Commissioners’ target return of RPI
+5% which at 30 years, stands at
8.2% and 8% for the 10-year period.
The Church Commissioners distribute
returns from the fund to the Church of
England,
accounting
for
approximately 15% of the Church’s
running costs.
ONE IN FOUR PEOPLE IN DEBT
WERE
BORN
INTO
MONEY
STRUGGLES
A recent report by Christians Against
Poverty (CAP), called Changing
Perceptions has revealed that the
financial problems of parents can
have a profound effect on their
children’s future relationship with
money. More than one in four of
CAP’s current clients grew up in a
household badly affected by debt.
It seems that money worries are an
‘intergenerational anxiety’. The report
says that the impact that parental
debt has on children “is far reaching,
from taking a toll on their emotional
wellbeing, to parents being unable to
provide adequate food or clothing
and feeling that their debt was
affecting their children’s future life
chances.
Where
parents
are
struggling to provide for their children,
feelings of guilt and shame are
particularly acute."
Chief Executive Matt Barlow said:
"When you've grown up with debt as
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the backdrop, it takes a huge leap of
imagination to believe that life can be
different. There's also no one to show
you the right way to prioritise, plan
ahead or even talk about finances."
Low income is the most common
reason for personal debt.
The
average household annual income is
£12,361 and a third of those being
helped are living on less than
£10,000 per household, per year.
FOUR CHRISTIANS KILLED IN
CHURCH BY ISLAMIST MILITANTS
Four people were killed in a recent
attack on a church in Burkina Faso. It
was the fourth deadly assault by
Islamist militants on Christians in the
region in four weeks.
A heavily armed gang attacked in the
town of Toulfe, 240 km north-west of
the capital Ouagadougou, while the
congregation worshipped.
Local sources said the attack “caused
panic in the village and many
residents sought cover in their homes
or in the bush.” The latest attack
brings the total death toll to 20.
FIRST PERFORMANCE OF A
SONG FOR THE SEASON OF
CREATION
The choir of St Bride’s Church Fleet
Street
gave
the
first
ever
performance on Rogation Sunday of
A song for the Season of Creation,
written for churches to include in their
creationtide services later this year.
A recording produced with the
support of the CofE’s Mission and
Public Affairs is available at http://
www.stbrides.com/webcast/2019/05/
a-song-for-the-season-ofcreation.php
The song was launched to give
choirs, groups and congregations
time to download copies and practise
the song for services being held
during the season 1st September to

4th October.
The song, which uses poet Malcolm
Guite’s
words,
has
been
commissioned
by
the
CofE’s
Environmental Working Group and
has been arranged for singers of
various
ranges.
Sheet
music,
rehearsal files and recordings can be
downloaded free of charge from the
St Bride’s website.
The Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam,
Bishop
of
Salisbury,
Lead Bishop for the Environment
said: “We can see the urgency to
care for God’s earth, our common
home. Music and worship give form
to our Christian lives. This is a song
for God’s creation we can all sing this
Season of Creation”.
**
WINCHESTER
CATHEDRAL'S
MORTUARY CHESTS UNLOCKED
The secrets hidden within Winchester
Cathedral’s mortuary chests are
gradually being unlocked as part of
an
on-going
research
project
supported by the Dean and Chapter
of Winchester Cathedral.
It has long been believed that the six
mortuary chests contain the mortal
remains of pre-Conquest kings and
bishops, but for many years this has
merely
been
the
subject
of
speculation. A major development in
2015 revealed that the bones were
from the late Anglo-Saxon and early
Norman
periods,
thanks
to
radiocarbon (C14) dating on selected
fragments by the Radiocarbon
Accelerator Unit at the University of
Oxford.
These findings confirmed that the
bones date from the same periods as
the names on the chests, which
include eight kings, two bishops and
one queen, rather than being the
result of later activity within the
Cathedral.
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GOD IN THE ARTS
‘Beach scene’ by Degas
‘Mindfulness’ seems to be the ‘in’ word. In a world where people are moving
faster and faster, we are called to slow down, to attend to the present
moment and enjoy it for its own sake, whatever the pressures of work and
family around. For Christians it is a call to live a simple and sacramental life,
and an invitation to attend to what is holy there in front of us: it might be a
meal, the countryside, a piece of music, family and friends, a pet or a
painting. They are all avenues for God’s refreshing grace to touch us.
In this month of July we are probably planning our holidays. It may be in this
country or abroad. Sometimes a holiday can be a frenetic rush of journeying
and queues, or it can be a ‘mindful’ time, when we can relax and allow the
days to refresh and renew us. Degas has captured that sense of rest and
enjoyment in his painting of 1870 which is in the National Gallery: ‘Beach
Scene.’
He is famous for his studies of ballerinas and racehorses, but he was also
fascinated by the advent of the snapshot camera. This painting is like a
holiday photograph. We see a maid combing the hair of a young girl. Her hat
and swimming costume are nearby, and we can see bathers in the distance
where the shore meets the sea. Families and a dog, yachts and a steamer:
they are all captured in this moment.
The sky looks misty but warm, and for those on the beach, it is a time to lie
and relax, to bathe and swim – to live simply, enjoying the sun above and the
sand beneath. The ordinariness of a restful day calls us to be patient and
enjoy the good gifts of God’s creation. Wherever we are on holiday this
summer, I hope we find time to savour the delights of the world around, as
we see young and old doing exactly that in this painting.
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GOD IN THE SCIENCES
WONDER AND WORSHIP:
REFLECTIONS IN A SCOTTISH RAINFOREST
It can be easier to notice things away from home, when we are
relaxed and surrounded by unfamiliar sights in an exotic
location. But sometimes the same wonders are there in our own back yard.
GK Chesterton was a great advocate of intensive observation, and he invited
his readers to take a fresh look at things that might be taken for granted. The
rewards for this mental adjustment are great, and can feed into our worship in
new ways.
I first learned to appreciate old growth forests on the West coast of Canada:
the centuries-old tangle of logs and underbrush, and thick layers of moss and
lichen, that provide rich resources for countless organisms. Several years
later, in Scotland, I stumbled over a few acres of birch and hazel, lush with
moss and ferns, and humming with insect and bird life. Fallen logs lay
everywhere, vegetation grew up the trees, creepers hung down, and sunlight
slanted through clearings.
I later discovered that this patch of woodland is one of the few remaining
areas of old growth Atlantic rainforest, so I visited one sunny morning when I
had more time to linger. The wood is home to 140 species of lichen and 100
of moss, so I found myself looking very closely at tree trunks and boulders.
Each lichen is a unique relationship between a fungus and a particular
collection of single-celled algae – an example of the collaboration that is so
essential to every ecosystem.
Places like this are worth preserving, respecting, and appreciating as much
as a work of art or a historic city. I’m so grateful to the community that chose
to preserve it, and the Creator who used such intricate and patient processes
to create it. As the animals and plants around me did what comes to them
naturally, I did what I was made for - thanking God for everything I saw. I
found myself praising God alongside all those species of lichen, moss and
trees. “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” (Psalm 150).
There is a growing call to take both our personal devotions and our church
services outside from time to time, and there are a growing number of
resources to help us do this. As you go through your week, can you find one
new way to appreciate your surroundings, and praise God alongside the rest
of creation?
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SMILE LINES
Going going...
Auctioneer: Now what am I offered for this beautiful bust of Robert
Browning?
Man in crowd: That isn’t Browning – that’s Shakespeare!
Auctioneer: Sorry – just goes to show how much I know about the Bible.
Whispers
A curate lost his voice at the local football match one Saturday and being due
to preach the next morning, he thought he should call in and consult his vicar.
When he rang the vicarage bell the door was answered by a very attractive
teenage daughter.
“Is the vicar in?” the curate managed to whisper very quietly.
“No,” she whispered back, thinking she had got the message. “Come on in!”
Nearly omnipotent
The curate was giving his young daughter a cuddle before she went to bed.
As he picked her up and hugged her tight, she said: “Daddy, you’re so
strong! I really think you’ll be God one day!”
Slow
A curate consistently arrived late for work until his long-suffering vicar asked
him what was wrong. “My problem,” explained the curate, “is that I sleep
very slowly.”
Sky fright
An airliner flew into a violent thunderstorm and was soon bumping around in
the sky. One very nervous lady happened to be sitting next to a clergyman
and turned to him for comfort. “Can’t you do something?” she demanded
forcefully.
“I’m sorry ma’am,” said the minister gently. “I’m in sales, not management.”
“Dear Vicar...
- I know God loves everybody but then He never met my sister. Yours
sincerely, Arnold. Age 8.
- Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy all
week. I am Peter Peterson. Sincerely, Pete. Age 9.
- I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the plate, but my father didn't give me
a raise in my allowance. Could you have a sermon
about a raise in my allowance? Love, Patty. Age 10.
- Please pray for all the airline pilots on Sunday. I am
flying to California on Monday. Laurie. Age 10.
- Please say a prayer for our school football team.
We need God's help or a new goalkeeper. Thank you.
Alexander. Age 10.
- How does God know the good people from the bad
people? Do you tell Him or does He read about it in the
newspapers? Sincerely, Marie. Age 9.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Stretched
By Emma Rutland, Authentic, £9.99
“I wondered where God was in all of this. My world was
colourless and dark. The rainbow of promise I yearned for
was nowhere in sight. The word 'traumatised' barely even
scratched the surface of how I felt.”
As Emma Rutland's dreams of a normal, happy family life
with husband Andy are overtaken by the reality of loss and
disability, she searches for hope.
Stretched is a glimpse into the reality of living with children
with special needs and the pain of baby loss, and is a very
candid account of the unpredictable nature of a life not imagined and a faith
that is tested.
Emma's story is one of fear and loss, hope and strength, reality and
acceptance and, ultimately, the victory of living an unexpected life with a
faithful God.
Real, raw and candid, Stretched will encourage anyone struggling with baby
loss or parenting challenges.
God Loves Me Always
By Make Believe Ideas, Authentic, £8.99
An inspirational collection of stories to teach children how
God can help them handle their emotions. Each story
explores a particular emotion: sadness, happiness, fear
and anger. The stories are written in clear, simple text
and are brought to life with beautiful illustrations.
Included with each story is a page of information for
parents which includes questions to ask children to engage them more
deeply with each new emotion, as well as Bible quotes to prompt thought
and discussion. A sticker sheet and reward chart are also included at the
back of the book to reinforce lessons learnt.
Retired and Inspired: making the most of our latter years
By Wendy Billington, BRF, £8.99
This book is a Christian view of retirement. Attitudes to retirement vary, and
in this book Wendy Billington draws on her pastoral skills
and life experience to ask the question: what is a Christian
view of retirement?
If we believe that life is a gift from God, should we not be
viewing retirement as part of an integrated whole and see
our latter years as part of God's plan? This book is
intended for all to read: individuals preparing for retirement
and in their retirement years as well as their families,
friends, befrienders, carers and professionals.
Written in two sections, 'Uprooting the weeds' and 'Sowing
the seeds', it includes questions for group discussion at the
end of each chapter, followed by a meditative thought for
the day and a closing prayer.
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Walking with Pain
By John Elliston, Kevin Mayhew, £2.99
Pain is inseparable from the human condition. For some
it becomes a constant companion with whom an
unequal battle is fought. The author explores the
phenomenon of pain and places the whole into the
context of belief in a loving God.
Christian theologians have grappled with the existence
of pain, and Christianity has at its centre the Cross. The
prayers and Scripture readings concentrate on the
rawness of pain and the emotions, rather than the
intellectual side of it. Those who have to live with pain
struggle more with disbelief, grief, doubt, anger, ‘why
me?’ feelings, not the intellectual.
Noah and the Great Big Boat
by Antonia Woodward, Lion Children’s, £7.99
A delightful picture book retelling the story of Noah,
who builds a great ark to keep animals that God
sends to him safe during the great flood. Imagine
Noah's excitement when the big boat comes to rest
and once more the animals can roam the earth.
Neither Bomb Nor Bullet:
Benjamin Kwashi, the
Archbishop
they
just
couldn’t kill
By Andrew Boyd, Monarch, £9.99
In the warzone that Nigeria has become, Archbishop
Ben Kwashi has survived three assassination
attempts. A brutal assault on his wife, Gloria, drove
him to his knees - to forgive and find the strength to
press on. Islamist militants have Nigeria in their
sights.
These are the terrorists who kidnapped hundreds of
Christian schoolgirls - who have vowed to turn
Africa's most populous nation into a hard-line Islamic
state. Their plan is to drive the Christian minority
from the north by kidnapping, bombing and attacking churches. Plateau State
is on the frontline.
But holding that line against Boko Haram, and standing firm for the Gospel, is
Ben Kwashi, the Anglican Archbishop of Jos. In Jos, churches have been
turned into fortresses and Archbishop Ben now conducts more funerals than
weddings and baptisms put together.
Yet his faith grows ever more vibrant. He has adopted scores of orphans who
live in his home, including many who are HIV positive. And the challenge of
his message - to live for the Gospel even in the face of terror - has never
been so timely.
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St James the Least of All
On the delights of the parish jumble sale
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
The estimate for re-hanging the bells in our church tower came as a great
shock. The church council discussed fund-raising at length. Someone
suggested selling part of the Rectory garden for building, another for getting
200 parishioners to loan £1,000 each, interest-free. Then Mrs French
suggested holding a jumble sale. The jumble sale won – mainly because it
was achievable without a great fight, and also gave everyone an opportunity
to see what their neighbours think of as junk.
Expensive articles were brought with an ostentatious show of modesty when
everyone was sorting donations. Genuine jumble, such as odd plates, old
blankets and mysterious kitchen gadgets, were left at the church door in the
dead of night.
On the day of the jumble sale, our helpers were ready behind wobbly tables
stacked high with stuff. Had the tables collapsed, half the congregation would
have been smothered. Little Miss Faversham was having a wonderful time
flitting from table to table like a woolly bumble bee, kitting herself out for
another year.
When the doors opened and the customers poured in, I realised how the
Italians must have felt when they saw Hannibal with his elephants pouring
down the sides of the Alps. That is when the mettle of our ladies really
showed. They were tremendous - haggling at great length over whether
something worth £10 should go for 10p or 11p. I noticed that those who are
used to riding with hounds seem best able to control the crowds – even if
they occasionally tended to regard the customers as the fox.
As it happened, the youth club were going pot-holing that day, so most of the
teenagers bought complete sets of clothing for 10p which could then be
discarded afterwards. But I wondered what their caving instructor would think
of teenagers arriving dressed in dinner jackets and tweed skirts.
Two days of preparation yielded a battle that was over in less than an hour.
We emerged bloodied but unbowed, with only scraps of jumble left. Then it
was home for a bath and a strong restorative, in the knowledge that the first
step to saving the bells has been taken. Only another 2,500 jumble sales and
we shall have reached our target. Indeed, the only jarring note of the day
was to discover someone with a peculiar sense of humour had put a note on
my car: “Sold – to be collected later”.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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WORDSEARCH
St. Swithun is the saint you can blame for rainy summers. It is said that if it
rains on his special day, 15th July, it will then rain for 40 days after that.
Swithun was Bishop of Winchester in the 9th century, and famous for his
charitable gifts and for building churches. When he was dying in 862, he
asked to be buried in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just outside the
west door. But on 15th July 971 Swithun was dug up and moved into the
cathedral itself. That same day many people claimed miraculous cures,
but the heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain that day, and for days
following, was attributed to the power of St. Swithun. Swithun was moved
again in 1093, into the new Winchester cathedral.
Swithun
saint
blame
rainy
summers
forty
Bishop
Winchester
famous
charitable
building
churches
dying
buried
cemetery
dug
moved
cathedral
rain
Miraculous

LAST MONTH’S ANSWERS
ACROSS: 8, Grandchildren. 9, Pro. 10, Marvelled. 11, Strut. 13, Startle.
16, Babysit. 19, Orate. 22, Eucharist. 24, Map. 25, Commissioners.
DOWN: 1, Egypt’s. 2, Favour. 3, Edomites. 4, Thorns. 5, Blue. 6, Armlet.
7, On edge. 12, Tea. 14, Adoption. 15, Lot. 16, Breach. 17, Become. 18,
This So. 20, Armies. 21, Expose. 23, Avid.
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WE REMEMBER IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
ST CATHERINE’S
BAPTISMS
26th May
Nellie Smith daughter of Courtney Birchall and Benjamin Smith
2nd June
Everly Rae Iris Coulthard daughter of Gavin and Kim Coulthard
ST EDMUND’S
BAPTISMS
19th May
Eddie Steele son of Jason and Yasmin Steele
WEDDINGS
26th May
John Nesham and Alicia Barlow
FUNERALS
9th May
Peggy Walker
Aged 92
28 May
Audrey Scott
29 May
Dilys Wright Cant Aged 91
ST MARY MAGDALENE’S
BAPTISMS
6th June
Nate James Young Son of Todd and Joanne McHale Young
6th June
Woody Thomas Wilkinson Son of Robbie Wilkinson and Danielle
Gibson
WEDDING
15th June Alicia Eves and Martin Gallimore
FUNERALS
4th May
Graeme Cairns
5th May
Pamela Pattison

58
72

SANCTUARY CANDLE MEMORIALS
12th June 2018
Lt.Cmd.Bill Gee (RN)
25th July 2011
Stewart Alan Hatch
4th August 1996
Alan Hopper
15th August 2014
David Tate
ST MICHAEL’S
BAPTISMS
2nd June
Jacob George Paul Younger-Carr,
son of Ashleigh Jane Younger and Lewis Carr.
FUNERALS
15th May
Jean Brown,
31st May
Doreen Shields,

Aged 79, of Garmondsway
Aged 93, of Mainsforth
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ADVERTISEMENTS

We now have a number of spaces available for adverts in our Parish
Magazine. Many services are local and relevant to our community.
The current advertisement rates are as follows:
Full page: £160 Half-page: £85
One third page: £60
Quarter-page: £40
Line adverts (Up to 6 lines) £25.
All prices are for one year.
The magazine reaches around 700 households in Sedgefield, Fishburn,
Bishop Middleham and the Trimdons.
Please contact the Parish Office for more details. 01740 620274

THE MAID BRIGADE
Your local neighbourhood domestic cleaning service.
DBS checked and fully insured.
Weekly, fortnightly and monthly services. Spring cleaning and end of tenancy.

Call Stella 07484 138830
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NEW
CHIROPODY CLINIC
At Sedgefield Physiotherapy
Practice
8 North End, Sedgefield, TS21 3BS

Chiropodist, Julie Lambert
Over 20 Years’ experience

01740 629501
Member, Society
of Chiropodists
& Podiatrists
and
HCPC member

Birthday
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Chris Edmonds & Associates Ltd Sedgefield Dental Practice
3-9 Front Street, (next to Peridot shop) Sedgefield TS21 3AT
Monday & Tuesday 9.00am till 8.00pm
Wednesday 9.00am - 5.00pm - Thursday & Friday 8.15am - 5.15pm
Tel 01740 621040. Out of hours 07894 457639
www.sedgefielddentalpractice.com

FARNLESS FARM SHOP

Bishop Middleham

Bison and Venison for sale - From Joints to Burgers
Open Monday to Sunday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Holiday Cottage Available All Year - Sleeps up to 8 people plus cot
Phone 0191 3771428

TIM GIRVAN
Gas Service, Plumbing & Heating Combi & Condensing Boiler Specialist












Install, Repair & Servicing
Full Central Heating Systems installed
Boiler Replacements/System Upgrades
Gas Safety Checks
LPG/CARAVANS
Power Flushing
Unvented Hot Water Systems
Full Bathroom Suites
En-suites/Showers
Solid fuel. Log burning stoves and Biomass
Oil heating servicing, repairs and installations
Oftec registered no. 36926

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 01429 880663/ 07808 167350
NO JOB TOO SMALL
12 Lonsdale Avenue Trimdon Grange TS29 6EB

timothygirvan@hotmail.co.uk

www.timgirvan.co.uk

229071
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East Durham
Funeral Service Ltd
(Est 1971)
Private Office and Chapel of Rest at Belle Vue House, Trimdon Grange
Independent Family Business
Horse Drawn Hearse & Mercedes Limousine
Catering Service
Monumental Service
Bereavement Counselling

Funeral Director – Philip Maddison

Telephone Trimdon 01429 883777
Belle Vue House, Balmoral Terrace, Trimdon Grange TS29 6ET
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